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Hello MLRT Family! As you all are aware, the changing of the seasons is upon 
us. This marks a change in our lives in more than just the weather. Certainly 
the cooler temperatures and the changing of the leaves are welcome after the 
many sunny, hot and humid days of summer. Yet the changing of the seasons 
also marks changes in our lives. Recently, Neil and I along with many of our 
members sent a child off to college. I can share with you all that this was very 
hard...so hard, in fact, that all the reading and preparation and words of 
wisdom from those who went before didn’t prepare me or my family for the 
emptiness and sadness we would feel right alongside the feelings of great 
pride, love and gratefulness. 

On the day we left to take our daughter to Syracuse, my husband opened up the flood gates 
and cried a very good and cleansing cry. I did not. When we left her at school on her own two 
days later, our daughter cried and got those feelings out and expressed herself like the wonderful 
young woman she is. I still did not cry. At this point, my family started to wonder why I wasn’t 
more heartbroken. I tried explaining that all the planning, shopping, organizing, packing, and 
unpacking was a lot to process. That first week, many of my friends and family reached out to 
check on how I was doing. To which I responded, “I’m great!”, as I actually felt great. I knew my 
daughter was prepared and ready to fly the nest. I knew like a good momma bird that we had 
prepared her well, nourished her mind and soul, and she was most certainly in the right place. 
Toward the end of that first week, my daughter and I got into a fight over complete and total 
nonsense, and it was in the midst of the fighting that I finally broke down and had one of those 
soul-cleansing cries that leave you feeling both so good and so bad. 

To me, it was so interesting that we could feel such conflicting emotions at the same time. There is 
no question that the combination of bittersweet pride and love mixed with some emptiness and 
sadness was an important stage and life experience as we move through this seasonal change. It 
made me think of my daughter’s first day of kindergarten and all the other firsts that came before 
and after that. We want our children to learn to walk, but soon they run, and we want them to 
slow down and stay by our side. We want them to learn to talk, and then one day, they can’t stop 
talking; and then the next day, they would rather talk to anyone but us. The conflicts for both them 
and us are difficult to deal with and process…but the good news is that we all get through these 
moments. As the old proverb goes…this too shall pass.

As the season changes once again, we all grow and move into a different stage of life. The 
world around us, along with the creatures, environment and people we share our world with, 
go through change. It comforts me that we are not alone through this process. Some may be in 
the same stage as my family (partial empty-nesters), others may be sending their little ones off 
to kindergarten, elementary or middle school, and others may be walking their kids down the 
aisle. I truly did blink my eyes and my daughter is off at college, mostly on her own and figuring 
out what it means to be a young adult. It really was just yesterday that I felt her kick inside of me 
and was bringing her home from the hospital and Neil and I were arguing over who was going 
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Have you been to Israel? Would you like to go again?
We would love to offer a MLRT mission to Israel in December 2022, over winter break. 

Our trip will inspire a greater appreciation and connection to Israel, the Jewish people and to our own Judaism. This is 
a perfect opportunity to celebrate a child’s or grandchild’s becoming a bar/t mitzvah and to see Israel with your MLRT 

family. There is always something new and wonderful to see in our homeland. 

Please contact Rabbi Newburge if you are interested at gnewburge@mlrt.org or 610-649-7800

to push her in the stroller. My only advice and ask of you all is to enjoy each and every stage and season for the beauty 
and specialness that it brings. My family and I look forward to moving through the seasons with each other and with 
each of you.



Cantor’s Corner
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October 8 is the 27th anniversary of my Bat Mitzvah. Though nearly three decades ago (the number 
is insignificant, though any Gematria scholars out there are free to correct me on that point) I have 
very clear and distinct memories of that day and the days leading up to it. I suppose one could 
argue that those moments were transformative in many ways - some led me to question what I 
had been taught about Judaism, some led me in the pursuit of Jewish music, and some led me to a 
love of Torah. October 8, 1994 was Parashat Noach, and each year I reflect on the portion with 
great fondness and with a different lens because I have been studying the portion for nearly three 
decades. 

I am writing this bulletin in September, not yet the High Holy Days, and it feels as if the world 
is imploding. Abortion rights are at stake, we have left Afghanistan, Covid is still running wild, 

wildfires are raging, Ida has just destroyed communities, and in many ways it feels as if the world is in utter chaos. 
And yet, after chaos comes calm and beauty. This year, in thinking about Noach, I am reminded of all the chaos 
that existed at that time. Before the flood, there was chaos in the behavior of the people. During the flood there was 
chaos in the destruction of the world. After the world repopulated, there was once again chaos in the building of 
the Tower of Babel. But, there was also a rainbow, a sign of God’s love and commitment to humanity. And after the 
tower, we meet Abraham, a person who was so righteous and filled with goodness that he is chosen to be the leader 
of our people. I desperately hope that by the time this bulletin hits your door we will be on a path to finding a way 
out of the chaos, but if not, I hope and pray that together we will stay the course and work together to find a path to 
righteousness, positivity, and goodness. 

Cantor Faryn Rudnick

GALILEAN POINT OF VIEW: PROGRESSIVE JEWISH LIFE IN THE 
MULTICULTURAL GALILEE, ORIGINAL MUSIC, REFLECTIONS AND 
STORIES WITH FELIZA & RABBI OR ZOHAR 
ACCOMPANIED BY THE HARARIT ENSEMBLE OF SACRED MUSIC

Sunday, October 24 at 10:00 am on ZOOM

Feliza & Rabbi Or Zohar are composers and performers of sacred music. Based in the 
Galilee, Israel, they broadcast and tour internationally, sharing their music, teachings, and 
life experiences.

Rabbi Or Zohar is the Reform rabbi of the Misgav Region in the Galilee, founder of  
Hibura School for Kabbalah and Jewish Spirituality, and co C.E.O of the Spirit of the 
Galilee Association. 

Feliza Bascara-Zohar is a singer-songwriter, song leader, artist and choreographer with an MA in Expressive Art 
Therapies from Tel Aviv University and a BA in Musicology and Literature from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Please join us on Sunday, October 24 at us02web.zoom.us/j/82422167539

Tikkun Olam Network (TON)
The TON is busy planning some activities in conjunction with other MLRT groups!  Please support the JFCS/Our Closet 
warm clothing drive. Starting on October 7 (the night of the Sisterhood Opening Event), MLRT groups are hosting a 
drive to collect hats, gloves/mittens, and coats of all sizes. Please bring in new or gently used items.

Also, HIAS PA would like the MLRT community to know that they have already settled a family of eight from 
Afghanistan and are expecting many more families over the coming months. If you would like to be the MLRT advocacy 
representative, which requires only sending about two emails per month, please contact Linda Brock at  
thebrocks2r@gmail.com. Stay tuned on more ways to help these refugee families.
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There is no better way to get to know a person than spending time with them. Since we can’t all sit down with Rabbi Geri 
Newburge and Executive Director Amy Krulik, they decided to interview each other for this month’s MLRTMatters. What 
follows is their questions, their words, and their essence. We hope you enjoy getting to know two of our Temple leaders on a 
different level! 

As we enter the new year 5782, we are reminded to tend to our relationships. There is a wonderful lesson taught by Rabbi 
Yitzhak Eisik, who said: “The motto of life is ‘Give and take.’ Everyone must be both a giver and receiver. One who is not both 
is as barren as a tree.” Like all good relationships there is an ebb and flow, some give and some get. We love this model of 
sharing the giving and the taking. Over the first six months that we have been working together, we’ve learned so much from 
each other. Here are just a few highlights!

◈ As a transplant to the Philadelphia area, what do you love most about living in the region? 
Rabbi Geri Newburge (RGN): I love that Philly is such an approachable, manageable city.  You can be in Rittenhouse in 
the morning and South Philly in the afternoon. There is a variety of everything – restaurants, stores, sports teams - and we are 
in close proximity to every kind of experience. Whether you love time in a big city or more rural pursuits, your heart’s desire 
is never more than an hour away.  I also think we are both open to joys of the Philadelphia area because we weren’t born 
here—we married into life in this great community.  

Amy Krulik (AK): I have loved the Philly food scene from the second I moved here in 1989 and the options have only gotten 
better and better. My annual restaurant bucket list is ridiculously long, plus I still have to make time for water ice and hoagies.  

◈ Please let us in on two MLRT secrets - How many circles are in the Sanctuary ceiling and how do you get the 
historic Steinway grand piano off the bimah? 
RGN:  I would love to share the ceiling circle number with you, but unless you go through Confirmation at MLRT, you are not 
privy to the intel. (Editors note: I have worked at MLRT for three years and have been unable to convince anyone to tell me the 
number of circles, despite ever-inventive bribes.)

AK:  To move a Steinway, you either need the magic of David Blaine or the three muscular magicians from Duffy Piano 
Movers who have been perfecting their craft since 1865.

◈ What’s the best advice you ever received? 
AK:  Don’t borrow trouble. My grandmother used say, “What? You don’t have enough of your own angst and aggravation 
that you need to make more or take on someone else’s?” 

RGN:  Amen

◈ What is something you wish you were better at doing?  
RGN:   Singing and math

AK:  Singing and cooking with yeast

◈ What is your most frequently used emoji? 
RGN and AK: 😊

◈ You both love to cook and bake, what are your go-to, can’t fail dessert and savory dishes? 
RGN:  For dessert, I can’t go wrong with my lemon cake or key lime pie. For a savory dish,  I love to make either easy oven 
roasted salmon with butter from the New York Times or chicken shawarma. I also make a mean Israeli dinner.

AK:  For dessert, it’s a serious tie between chocolate mousse or triple chocolate chip cookies. I am also a big fan of the New 
York Times recipes which is the source of my beloved recipes for spanakopita in a cast iron skillet and oven baked feta with 
broccoli rabe and roasted lemons.    

◈ What is your TV guilty pleasure? 
RGN:  Old re-runs of Love Boat

AK:  Nailed It on Netflix

Sit Down with Rabbi Newburge & Amy Krulik
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◈ What are some small things that make your day better? 
RGN: A nice hot cup of tea.

AK:  Not leaving my keys, phone, glasses or pen in someone’s office.

◈ Where do you want to retire? 
RGN:   Either an accessible small city or on a ranch with lots of property, preferably below the Mason-Dixon line. As much 
as I love Philadelphia, I want to retire where it’s warm and snow-free.

AK:  Walkable city with changing seasons, fabulous restaurants and lots of street festivals. Center City, here I come!  

◈ What attracted you to MLRT? 
RGN:  MLRT has an amazing culture of excellence. We – the clergy, board, volunteers and staff – work together every day 
to create the best possible Jewish experiences for our community.

AK:  The commitment and engagement of volunteers at MLRT is remarkable. It is easy to take this engagement for granted, 
but I can assure you that what happens at MLRT is rare and exemplary.

◈ What continues to serve as inspiration to you? 
RGN:  I am now in my 19th year as a Rabbi and one of the greatest privileges I have is forming powerful relationships with 
families in our community. I am now doing baby namings for parents who my students when they were in 7th grade. These 
bonds are a critical source of inspiration for me.   

AK:  My mom’s family has always been heavily involved in Jewish communal life and I love carrying on my family’s 
commitment to strengthening our Jewish community for future generations.    

◈ What have been some silver linings of COVID?  
RGN: COVID has offered many silver linings. Here are my personal favorites: backyard  B’nai Mitzvahs, enjoying three 
meals a day with my son Jay, working closely with ECE families, starting the Keeping it Reel Club and leading my Sunday 
morning Religious School class.

AK:  Professionally, one of the best gifts of COVID is that nearly 100% of people attend meetings on Zoom nearly 100% of 
the time. It doesn’t matter if you are traveling or the weather is terrible, you can hop on a call from anywhere. Personally, my 
daughter, who lives in Washington, DC, moved home for a few months at the beginning of COVID and I am grateful for the 
time we had together.

◈ What MLRT programs are you most excited about this month? 
RGN: We have an amazing line-up of guest speakers in October, and November too. Be sure to check out the calendar on 
our website at mlrt.org/calendar.

AK:  In 2001, I had the privilege of hosting an event with Yossi Klein Halevi during the tour for his acclaimed book, At the 
Entrance to the Garden of Eden. He is a fabulous author and speaker and it will be a real treat to see him at MLRT on 
October 18. (Details on page seven and mlrt.org/zoom)

Sit Down with Rabbi Newburge & Amy Krulik

🎥 Keeping It Reel: Get your popcorn ready to discuss these Netflix movie with Rabbi Newburge!  
🎞 Monday, October 4 at 8:00 pm on Zoom- Pray Away: Five evangelicals in the 1970s break away and form 
Exodus International, a group that claims that gay people can become straight through prayer and conversion therapy.

👟 Shabbat Morning Walk - Saturday, October 23 at 9:00 am 
Celebrate Shabbat in nature with your MLRT community. Meet Rabbi Newburge (with your masks!) at Rolling Hill Park in 
Gladwyne for a beautiful and invigorating walk.

🍺 Beer Club - Sunday, October 10 at 7:00 pm  
Cheers to the New Year! Join your MLRT family in-person for a beer or two downstairs at the Wynnewood Whole Foods. 
Beer Club is open to all MLRT members who enjoy trying and sharing beer.
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Lifelong Learning
We are enthusiastic about our first Hassel lecture of 5782. On Sunday, October 10, we will welcome 
Jodi Eichler-Levine who will speak about her book, Painted Pomegranates and Needlepoint Rabbis: How 
Jews Craft Resilience and Create Community. She serves as the Berman Professor of Jewish Civilization 
and professor of religion studies at Lehigh University. Read below for further details.  

We will also begin our short story discussion group on Thursday, October 14. Our story is written by 
Alice Mattison and is titled “In Case We’re Separated”. Alice Mattison is a widely-acclaimed author and 
writing teacher from Brooklyn. She is known for her short stories and novels. Our story appeared in her 
collection of connected stories, also called In Case We’re Separated: Connected Stories. New members 
are welcome to join and contribute to our lively discussions while reading short fiction of Jewish authors.

For those of you who enjoy reading fiction, I will call your attention to three new works of Jewish interest  that have been 
newly added to our library’s shelves:

• Last Summer at the Golden Hotel by Elyssa Friedland. A family drama takes place in the Catskills when their beloved 
hotel is falling apart and about to be sold. Nostalgia from the traditional founders of the resort merge with ideas from 
the millennial grandchildren to create a story that all readers of all ages will enjoy. The book is humorous while raising 
questions about change and how different generations adjust to change.  

• Eternal by Lisa Scottoline. This beloved Philadelphia author of  law and crime fiction wrote a gripping story of the 
Holocaust in Rome, Italy during the time of Mussolini. Ms. Scottoline spoke virtually at our Temple in June to an eager 
and large hometown crowd. Her book is filled with enticing descriptions of Italy and Italian food and is a must-read for 
lovers of historical fiction. 

• The Woman with the Blue Star is the latest novel by South Jersey author Pam Jenoff. I am pleased to announce  
that Ms. Jenoff will join us for the annual Sisterhood brunch in February 2022. Why not begin to read  
this gripping story of survival in the sewers of Krakow, Poland during  World War II in preparation for  
the author’s visit?

Sally Brown,
Librarian

HASSEL ADULT EDUCATION LECTURE WITH JODI EICHLER-LEVINE:  
STITCHING OUR WAY TO SURVIVAL: JEWISH WOMEN AND CRAFTS
Sunday, October 10 at 10:00 am   
Jodi Eichler-Levine is the Berman Professor of Jewish Civilization and professor of religion studies at 
Lehigh University. She is the author of Painted Pomegranates and Needlepoint Rabbis: How Jews Craft 
Resilience and Create Community: building upon three years of ethnography around the U.S., this 
book explores how everyday acts of creativity are a crucial part of making religious lives. Craftmaking 
is nothing less than an act of generative resilience that fosters survival. Whether taking place in such 
groups as the Pomegranate Guild of Judaic Needlework or the Jewish Hearts for Pittsburgh, or in a 

home studio, these everyday acts of creativity—yielding a needlepoint rabbi, say, or a handkerchief embroidered with the 
Hebrew words tikkun olam—are a crucial part what makes a religious life.

Her work on lived religion and popular culture has appeared in The Washington Post, Salon, Newsweek, Religion 
Dispatches, Killing the Buddha, and many other outlets. 

Please join us for this fascinating kickoff to our 5782 Hassel Lecture Series with program details via mlrt.org/zoom!

Save the Date! 
Steven Mindmueller - November 8

Dr. Steven Windmueller is an Emeritus Professor of Jewish Communal Studies at the Jack H. Skirball Campus of Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. The author of four books and numerous articles, Professor 
Windmueller holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Pennsylvania.  His research has been primarily focused 
on Jewish communal trends, anti-Semitism, and Jewish political behavior. His articles have appeared in a number of secular 
and Jewish publications. During this pandemic crisis, Dr. Windmueller has been devoting his research to examining the 
impact of the Coronavirus on the American Jewish community.
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CREATING A COMMON VOCABULARY: WHAT DO WE MEAN WHEN WE HEAR THE WORD ____? 
THURSDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 28, AT 7:30 PM

Last year, our Tikkun Olam Network and Racial Justice Subcommitte at MLRT made a serious commitment to the work 
of racial justice and racial reconciliation. We joined with our multi-faith partners on the Main Line, creating Partners for 
Reconciliation, and participated in a series of conversations on what it means to be a person of color in our community, 

as well as took part in a series of racial justice vigils. We also joined with our friends at Zion Baptist Church in an ongoing 
conversation about the many challenges of perusing racial justice. 

We began a new relationship with Taylor Tabernacle Church in West Philadelphia, especially working with them on the 
issues of gun violence that they confront each and every day. We also hosted an evening of learning led by Yolanda 
Savage-Narva,  the new director of Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (REDI) for the Union for Reform Judaism.

Part of working for racial justice is learning. After a summer break, we are looking to restart our learning series,  
Creating a Common Vocabulary:  What do we mean by ___? Last year we looked at what do we mean by race, racism, 
systemic racism, and privilege, and as a group, read some of Isabel Wilkerson’s book, Caste, and Ibram X. Kendi’s book, 

How To Be An Antiracist.

Join us on Thursday evening, October 28 at 7:30 pm as we restart our work on Creating a Common Vocabulary. We hope 
to be able to meet in person at the synagogue, and will also make it possible to join virtually.  

Further details will be in the weekly eblast or on our website.

Questions? Contact Rabbi David Straus at dstraus@mlrt.org.

Racial Justice

LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR  
BOOK DISCUSSION WITH YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18 AT 7:00 PM 
In-person discussion at MLRT and on Zoom

Yossi Klein Halevi, a New York Times bestselling author and a senior fellow 
at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem, will be our guest speaker on 
Monday, October 18 in a joint program with Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church. 
Halevi will discuss his recent book, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor, and the 
project that has grown up around it, in person at MLRT and on Zoom.

Together with Imam Abdullah Antepli of Duke University, Halevi co-directs the Institute’s Muslim Leadership Initiative, which 
teaches emerging young Muslim American leaders about Judaism, Jewish identity and Israel. His first book, Memoirs of 
a Jewish Extremist, tells the story of his teenage years as a follower of the militant rightwing rabbi Meir Kahane, and his 
subsequent disillusionment with Jewish radicalism. The New York Times called it “a book of burning importance.” Halevi’s 
2013 book, Like Dreamers, won the Jewish Book Council’s Everett Book of the Year Award. His latest book, Letters to My 
Palestinian Neighbor, is a New York Times bestseller. 

Halevi writes for leading op-ed pages in the United States, including The New York Times and the Wall Street Journal, and 
is a former contributing editor to the New Republic. Born in Brooklyn, he moved to Israel in 1982, and lives in Jerusalem 
with wife, Sarah, who helps run a center for Jewish meditation.

A question and answer session follows his presentation; all are welcome! 
Join us in person at MLRT or on Zoom at mlrt.org/zoom; pre-registration required for both in-person or Zoom participation.

Questions? Contact Rabbi David Straus at dstraus@mlrt.org. 

This program is funded in part by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia

Lifelong Learning
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Happy New Year. We hope you had a joyous holiday with family and friends, even if we are not back 
to 100% normal yet. We are kicking off our fall programming with an exciting opening event. As you 
read this, we hope that you have signed up to join our opening program on October 7 at 7:00 pm. 
We are hosting a virtual Middle Eastern Extravaganza! This is a fun night with your sisters, complete 
with dinner and belly dancing (performance, as well as lesson) with local expert Oreet Schwartz. 

Oreet has over 20 years of experience in fitness and dance. She grew up with Yemeni folk and 
Oriental dance and has a degree in Contemporary Dance from SUNY College at Brockport. Oreet 
has been featured on NBC, ABC, CBS and CNN, among other outlets, and has been named Belly   
  Dancer of the Year, and Middle Eastern Dance Champion of North America. She’s led packed 

classes    
  worldwide and has worked with thousands of men and women to realize their fitness potential. 

Most importantly, the opening is a chance to reconnect with old friends as well as meet new “sisters.” We will share a great 
Middle Eastern meal together, catered by Nana’s Kitchen, and reconnect with friends. We plan to meet in person outside at 
MLRT but that is dependent on the weather. If there is inclement weather, the program will go virtual with take-home boxed 
dinners (pick-up will be during the day of October 7). Space is limited and registration/$36 payment is required; look for 
more information on the Sisterhood page of the MLRT site.

Here are some other events that we have already planned for the rest of the year:

October 7 – 14 – Help us with our winter clothing drive. We’ll be collecting winter clothing (jackets, hats, gloves and mittens 
for children and adults) to support clients of Jewish Family and Children’s Service (JFCS) and Mitzvah Circle Foundation. We 
will host a day to sort, organize and pack up bags that can be easily distributed. Stay tuned for more information.

December 2 – Paid Up Member Event 
This is our annual Chanukah-themed thank you dinner for our members. It is open to Sisterhood members only.  We will enjoy 
drinks and a light dinner, so mark your calendars.

Just a reminder, if you have not yet joined Sisterhood, please do so now to take advantage of all we offer. There is a link on 
our Sisterhood page of the MLRT website.

Ami Lonner & Elizabeth Stoller,
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Sisterhood

Dear reader, the bare facts for Brotherhood’s October events are these:

• Take down the Sukkah beginning at 9:00 am, followed by the traditional nosh and continuous chatter, on the third 
of October. 

•On 7 October, we plan a Texas Hold’em Tournament, beginning at 6:30 pm for snacks and schmooze. All card 
sharks are welcome.
• A Men’s Night Out is planned for October 21. Be on the lookout for information as to where and what time.

You guess correctly when we say that looking forward and looking back simultaneously are feats of great exertion.  
How do you know that September’s Brotherhood events ended successfully?  And how do you hope that October’s 
scheduled events actually come to be?  Ah, let’s be more optimistic than usual and declare that the Sukkah was 
erected, the steaks in the Sukkah were scrumptious, and your favorite team won on Monday night.  We conclude this 
month’s edition with the following charming tidbit. While sorting through the stack of wood used for the Sukkah roof 
supports, I came across a “wee, sleekit, cow’rin, tim’rous beastie,” such as figures in Robert Burns’ “To a Mouse, On 
Turning Her up in her Nest with the Plough, November 1785.” I salute the beastie, since it, too figures in our journeys.

“Wee, sleekit, cow’rin, tim’rous beastie,/O, what a panic’s in thy beastie!/Thou need na start awa sae hasty./Wi’ 
bickering brattle!/I wad be laith to rin an’ chase thee,/Wi’ murd’ring prattle!/…/I’m truly sorry man’s dominion/
Has broken nature’s social union,/An’ justifies that ill opinion/Which makes thee startle/At me thy poor, earth-born 
companion,/An fellow-mortal!”

Kindly, Gary Brock, Vice-president 

Brotherhood
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Teach Our Children: Early Childhood Education 
Rosh Hashana and the beginning of the school year often coincide, and, in many ways, the timing is 
apropos. The Jewish New Year is about introspection and setting goals for the coming year. So, as we 
all prepared for the start of a new school year, we also spiritually immersed ourselves in various ways 
to welcome the ‘head of the year.’

As educators, we also assessed our goals and shared them with parents and students. If we have 
learned anything over the past two academic years, it is the importance of flexibility and coping with 
change. Unfortunately, as we are still faced with critical public health issues related to COVID, it is 
more important than ever that families and educators work together to create the best experiences 
possible for our children.

At the MLRT ECE, we strive to educate our children using new and innovative techniques. Managing 
change and embracing opportunities for personal growth are keys to having fulfilling and successful lives. Managing 
change is something we must all practice; for most, this is not intuitive. Like our children wrestle with social, emotional, and 
academic skills, managing change is one of the most critical life skills we can help them develop.

As the saying goes, “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.” No matter how much we plan, often a curveball is 
thrown our way, and how we address it can make all the difference. The challenges of the global pandemic have taught 
us about the importance of being agile. Our educators are working tirelessly to plan and maintain playful and meaningful 
teacher-student interactions this school year. Flexibility has been, and will continue to be, the mantra for our Early 
Childhood community.

Our children are remarkably resilient.  They have experienced, and in many cases, mastered, the “new normal” for the last 
two school years, and are already putting this learning and resiliency to use this school year. As we focus on the lessons of 
Rosh Hashana — introspection and set goals for the coming year — our children will have another successful year to come. 
By working together and prioritizing communication with one another, we will continue to give our children the tools they 
need to have another successful school year.

Mihaela Schwartz, 
ECE Director

Rabbi Kevin Kleinman 
Director of Education

Our Religious School year is off to a great start. Last month we welcomed our families to what promises 
to be another fantastic year for our students and parents. Our students are smiling (safely under their 
masks) and our teachers are running creative, hands-on activities in the classrooms. In October, we will 
celebrate Simchat Torah, the last of the High Holy Days, as a Religious School community. AND – we 
are introducing a brand-new program, “The Noah’s Ark Experience,” on Saturday, October 9. Our K-6th 
grade families will have the opportunity to ride a camel, meet farm animals, and learn how they can live 
the Jewish value of tzar ba’alei chayim, being kind and compassionate to animals. 

We will also be starting two family programs that will take place on Sunday mornings. During the year, 
each grade will have a Mishapacha (family) Program and participate a Challah for Hunger mitzvah 
bake with proceeds going directly to the Ardmore Food Pantry. Parents are encouraged to attend these 
programs alongside their children.  

Finally, we look forward to your family joining us for our monthly family Shabbat services. They take place on the first Friday 
night each month at 6:30 pm. Every month, a different grade will lead the congregation in song and prayer.  

Family Shabbat Service led by 2nd grade 
Friday, October 2 at 6:30 pm

Noah’s Ark Experience 
Saturday, October 9 from 11:00 am-1:00 pm

3rd Grade Challah for Hunger Mitzvah Bake 
Sunday, October 10 from 9:00 -11:00 am

KG Mishpacha (family) Program 
Sunday, October 24 from 9:00 -11:00 am

6th Grade Family Retreat 
Sunday, October 31 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Family Shabbat Service led by 4th grade  
Friday, November 5 at 6:30 pm

Teach Our Children: Religious School 
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We extend condolences to members of our community on the loss of their loved ones
Phyllis Heller 

Mother of Andy Heller

Hillard Madway 
Husband of Janet Madway 

Father of Carol (Richard) Collier, David (Ruth Caine) 
Madway, Randi (James) Berman, Robin Green,  

and Betsy (Steven Goldstein) Madway 
Grandfather of Bess (Brian Schwartz) Collier,  

Lauren Collier, Matthew Collier, Peter (Madeleine) Berman, 
Jenna (Scott) Oberlander, Jill (Jed) Bergman, Julie (Daniel) 

Wilen, Emily (Gabriel) Howard, Lily Goldstein,  
William Goldstein, and Henry Goldstein 

Great-grandfather of Teddy and Leo Schwartz, Sloane and 
Jesse Wilen, Drew and Izzy Howard, Hayden Bergman, 

and Mason Oberlander

Selma Margulies 
Mother of Karen (David) Rakowitz and  

JoAnn z”l (Bruce) Buckland 
Grandmother of Lisa, Nick, Stacy & Mia

Selma H. Orleans 
Mother of Jeffrey P. (Elizabeth) Orleans and  

Patricia (Melvyn) Siegel 
Grandmother of Elizabeth, Ashley, Andrew, Arthur, Ellie, 

Laurie and the late Michael 
Great-grandmother of James, Alek, Ana Juliet, Alexa, 

Madison, Justin, Megan, Jake, Marley, and Brooks

Naomi Wahrman 
Mother of Aron (Peggy) Wahrman, Tirza (Warren) Mitlak, 

and Miriam (Richard) Frieden  
Grandmother of Rebecca, Louis, Allison (Abe), Kyra and 

Hope; Deena, Molly, Hannah, Henry and Sarah 

Sharing Our Lives

Please consider a contribution to 
Main Line Reform Temple Beth Elohim 
in memory of these beloved people. 

Visit mlrt.org to make a donation in their names.

 Margie & John Bildersee on the wedding of their son, Adam Bildersee, to Kate Schembri,  
and the birth of their granddaughter, Victoria Lynn Weismann 

Renee Margulies on the engagement of her granddaughter, Jennifer Margulies, to Brian Kennedy 

Kate & Tony Schweiger on the engagement of their son, Phil Schweiger, to Katie Haas,  
and the wedding of their daughter, Suzanne Schweiger, to Mitch Rosengard 

Alan Wolf on his recent wedding to Lorraine Sabareio

Mazal Tov!

Please call the office at 610-649-7800 or email Davida Chornock at dchornock@mlrt.org to share your news,  
good and bad, with your MLRT family.

WELCOME MELISSA FRIEDMAN!  
Join us as we welcome Melissa Friedman to our ECE and Religious School team.  
Melissa is our new School Operations Manager and she will work closely with all families in our educational programs.

Melissa graduated from Temple University in 2017 with a bachelors in psychology, and has professional experience in the 
fields of early childhood education, marketing,and social media. She has been working in early childhood for almost ten 
years, and prides herself on combining her Jewish background with her professional experience and education. 

On a more personal level, Melissa loves cooking and all things food, could shop until she drops, and is passionate about 
the Philadelphia 76ers. 

Melissa looks forward to getting to know all the children and our MLRT families over the coming years! 
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A tremendous thank you to everyone who helped make our High Holy Days meaningful and special!

We are grateful to all those who participated, enabling us to continue this beautiful MLRT tradition.  

We deeply appreciate Helene Erlich-Cohen for her continuous guidance and support behind the 
scenes, Stacey Gerwitz for making Rosh Hashanah at the Shore a reality, and to the MLRT office 

administrative staff and maintenance department for attending to all the necessary details associated 
with these sacred days. 

Together we accomplish wonderful things- thank you all!

Sharing Our Lives

You Belong Here. 
MLRT strives to uphold the value of welcoming all people into our spiritual home that is so near 
and dear to our heart as a Jewish people. And we truly do welcome all people, regardless of age, 
gender, ability, race, sexual orientation, and political leanings. 

Be Inspired. Be Connected. Belong. Believing in those words means we want everyone who  
joins or visits MLRT to feel at ease and comfortable participating in all aspects of temple life: spiritual, 
ritual, social, educational, and musical. Our Inclusion Committee’s mission is to proactively combat 
and remove barriers to participation and engagement of all kinds so that our collective mission of a 
warm and thoughtful community is widely realized and maintained from generation to generation.

MESSAGE FROM RABBI DAVID STRAUS:
JOIN ME AND LYNNE ON OUR MLRT TRIP TO SPAIN!

Traveling together to Jewish communities around the world has been one of the highlights of our time 
with you at MLRT.  We have been blessed to travel together to Israel, Cuba, Morocco, Berlin and Prague 
over the years, touring, and learning about the history of these Jewish communities, and meeting with 
members of each community.  

Lynne and I are hoping that it will soon be possible to safely and easily travel again. We are beginning 
to plan a congregational trip to Spain in the spring of 2022. 

 If you are interested in learning more, please email me, dstraus@mlrt.org, or call the Temple office, 610-649-7800 to add 
your name to our list for more details and information.

Rabbi David Straus

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class
Did you not have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah? 

 

Do you want to meet people, make new connections 
with fellow congregants, and learn about liturgy, Torah, 

holidays, and history? If so, an adult B’nai Mitzvah is 
just want you’ve been looking for. Cantor Rudnick will 

be offering an adult B’nai Mitzvah class next year. 

All are welcome, but we need at least five participants  
to run the class. If you have any questions or would like 

to participate, please contact Cantor Rudnick  
at frudnick@mlrt.org.

Junior Jammers MLRT’s Youth Choir for Grades 1-6
Junior Jammers meets to bring music to our MLRT community, 
the larger Lower Merion community, and, most importantly, to 

have fun while learning new music and musical skills.

After a year away, we will celebrate being home and singing 
music that is familiar, inviting, and spirited. The Jammers first 

performance will be at the Family Shabbat Service on Friday, 
October 1. Other dates include a Chanukah performance, 

Songs for Social Justice on MLK Day, and more!

If you are interested in participating or have any questions, 
please contact Cantor Rudnick at frudnick@mlrt.org.
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Margery & Alan Braverman
Annual Fund
Anonymous  
In honor of Fanny Sztern 

Anonymous 
In memory of Hillard Madway 

Sally Brown
In memory of Hillard Madway  

Marcia Dashevsky  
In memory of Selma Margulies

Susan Etkin 
In memory of Hillard Madway

The Goldberg Family  
Fredy-Jo and Lewis Grafman  
In memory of Hillard Madway

Gail and Roy Kardon  
In memory of Mike Soiferman

Amy & Michael Kopelman  
In memory of Leon Movsowitz

Miriam Lewis  
In memory of the mother of Rani Grossinger

Nina & Michael Rosenthal
The Samitz Family  
In memory of Hillard Madway

Bonnie Squires 
In memory of Dana Meyers

Margot Straus & Ellis Horwitz  
In memory of Bob Broder

Celia Wasserman  
In memory of Joseph Wasserman

Cantor Portnoy Music Fund

Contributions (As of September 1)

Nancy & Larry Bailine  
In honor of Rosemary Dugan

Margot & Ellis Horwitz  
In honor of the engagement of Julia Straus to 
Briton Claridge

Community Action Fund

Maise Hodes-Wood  
In memory of Bunny Lansing Gorchov

Harriet & Joel Samitz  
In memory of Sidney Gordon

Mona Zeehandelaar and Ken Harris  
In honor of the wedding of Claudia de Botton
In honor of the engagement of Julia Straus to  
Briton Claridge

L’dor V’dor Fund

Food Bank Fund

The Jubelirer Family  
In memory of Leon Movsowitz

Covid-19 Emergency Fund

David Krupnick  
In memory of Rochelle Wasserman

Cantor Faryn & Jack Rudnick  
In memory of Adele Kates

Carol & Alan Prushan  
In honor of the marriage of Jason Buckman & 
Alexandra Fishman

Camp Harlam Scholarship Fund

Music Fund 
Norma & Stephen Bolden  
In memory of Phyllis Heller

Bonnie & Warren Kauffman  
In memory of Phyllis Heller

David Krupnick  
In memory of Phyllis Heller 
In memory of Lynn Wagman

Amy Sadanaga  
In memory of David & Ilene Bunin

Barbara & Jack Saline  
In honor of the 60th birthday of Jeffrey Saline

Shel & Bette Steinberg  
In memory of Phyllis Heller

Odell-Diamond Library Fund
Ann & Gordon Gelfond  
In memory of Hillard Madway

Rabbi Newburge Discretionary Fund
Anonymous  
In honor of Sami & Drew’s Wedding 

Stella & Gordon Fink  
In memory of Steve Stamm

Roberta & Gerald Green  
In honor of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Judith Grenen  
In memory of Carl Mark Grenen

Howard Grossman  
In honor of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Adam Ketch  
Elaine & Donald Krasnick  
In memory of Howard Stock

Joy & Tod Mammuth  
Myrna Marlowe  
In memory of Frank I. Marlowe

Fay & Ted Mushlin  
In memory of Belle Mushlin

Nancy & David Oberlander  
In memory of Hillard Madway

Julie & Alex Shtraks  
Ruth Spekter  
In memory of Michael Spekter

Emily & Seth Stroback  
In honor of the baby naming of Stella Ellen Stroback

Rabbi Newburge Discretionary Fund cont.

Anonymous  
In honor of the engagement of Julia Straus to  
Briton Claridge

Anonymous 
In honor of the wedding of Billy Buckman to  
Emily DuPont 

Amy & Terry Buckman  
In appreciation of Rabbi David Straus for the 
marriage of Jason Buckman and Alexandra Fishman
In honor of the marriage of William Buckman and 
Emily DuPont 

Debbie Klein and Family  
In memory of Celia Abrams

David Krupnick and Darlene Gaynor Krupnick  
In honor of Brooke Krupnick’s Bat Mitzvah

Bette & Shel Steinberg  
In honor of the engagement of Julia Straus to  
Briton Claridge

Rabbi Straus Discretionary Fund

Lisa Berger Baskin and Family  
In memory of Allan J. Berger

Marcia & David Perman  
In memory of Selma Margulies

Rick I. Carocci Torah Study Fund

Sisterhood Fund
Lisa & Jeffrey Baskin  
In memory of Donna Bronstein 

Barbara & Dennis Hoffman  
In honor of the engagement of Julia Straus to 
Briton Claridge 
In memory of Belle Miller

Mike & Sue Plick  
In memory of Morty Altshuler

Yahrzeit Fund
Marsha Gash  
In memory of Harold Perilstein

If you have any questions about 
your donation listing, please 
contact Gil Marder at  
gmarder@mlrt.org.
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PA State Licensed / All caregivers are bonded and insured

215-885-7701

Helping to care for 
the people you love!

slhomecare.com

Flexible schedule

Care for anyone recovering from surgery 
or illness

Short- or long-term

Hourly, daily, or live-in schedule

Independently owned
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FRIDAYS 
6: 30 pm - Friday Shabbat Service 
We invite you to join us on Livestream, Facebook Live, or 
in the Morganroth Sanctuary for a Shabbat service with 
songs and prayers, followed by a virtual Oneg Shabbat. 

MULTI-ACCESS WEEKLY OFFERINGS

- MLRT Congregant- MLRT Congregant- Bonnie & Warren Kauffman- Bonnie & Warren Kauffman

Special Shabbat Speakers

THURSDAYS 
11:00 am - Bible Study 
Our rabbis lead an ongoing discussion of the Mishnah over 
the year via Zoom. Join the discussion anytime, whether you 
are an avid Mishnah student or have never looked at the 
Mishnah before. 

SATURDAYS 
9:00 am - Torah Study 
Each week our Rabbis lead us in lively discussion as we 
read from the Parsha, or weekly portion, and learn about 
its context and history. All are welcome to join us via Zoom, 
from wherever you are. 
10:00 am - Shabbat Morning Service 
Immediately following Torah Study, join us on Zoom for a 
lovely Shabbat Service featuring our clergy.  
6: 30 pm - Havdalah with the Rudnicks 
Join Cantor Rudnick and her family for songs & Havdalah, 
as we look towards a week of peace and of good health.

ZOOM-ONLY WEEKLY SERVICE

RABBI RICHARD HIRSH 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8 AT 6:30 PM
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The Jewish community has become increasingly 
aware of, and responsive to, issues of intimate partner and family abuse in Jewish households. But there is 
often an absence both of information about, and best and safe practices for responding, to abuse. Rabbi 
Hirsh will address current understandings of domestic abuse, and resources and responses from within Jewish 

tradition and the Jewish community. He will also address how we can become allies and advocates in safely supporting 
those who are suffering from abuse. 

Rabbi Richard Hirsh has been a member and served two terms as co-chair of the  Jewish Women International [JWI] 
Clergy Task Force Against Domestic Violence in the past fifteen years, and helped to prepare the current JWI Clergy Guide 
on Abuse. From 2014-2017, Rabbi Hirsh was an Assistant Rabbi at MLRT. 

RABBI RICHARD ADDRESS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29 AT 8:00 PM 
“MATCHMAKER, MATCHMAKER: THE POWER OF RELATIONSHIPS”

Rabbi Richard F. Address is the Founder and Director of jewishsacredaging.com. Rabbi Address served for 
over three decades on staff of the Union for Reform Judaism; first as a Regional Director and then, beginning 
in 1997, as Founder and Director of the URJ’s Department of Jewish Family Concerns and served as a 

specialist and consultant for the North American Reform Movement in the areas of family related programming. He teaches 
classes in Jewish Family issues and Sacred Aging at the New York campus of HUC-JIR and is a diehard Phillies fan.
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Friday, October 1 
6:30 pm Family Shabbat Service 

Saturday, October 2 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Saturday Morning Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Eli Bloch 
  Son of Sara & Michael Bloch 
  Bat Mitzvah of Camille Juliet Cohen 
  Daughter of Vanessa & Adam Cohen 
5:00 pm Bar Mitzvah of Caden Abbott Arnold 
  Son of Danielle & Joseph Arnold 
6:30 pm Havdalah

Friday, October 8 
6:30 pm Shabbat Service with special guest,  
  Rabbi Richard Hirsh

Saturday, October 9 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Saturday Morning Service 
11:00 am Noah’s Ark Experience 
6:30 pm Havdalah

Friday, October 15 
6:30 pm Musical Shabbat Service

Saturday, October 16 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Saturday Morning Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Peyton Shane Spiegler 
  Son of Jana & Matthew Spiegler 
  Bat Mitzvah of Ella Macie Summer 
  Daughter of Ashley & Ross Summer 
5:00 pm Bat Mitzvah of Ava Becker 
  Daughter of Randi Becker 
6:30 pm Havdalah

Friday, October 22 
5:00 pm ECE Simchat Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, October 23 
9:00 am Torah Study 
9:00 am Shabbat Morning Walk 
10:00 am Saturday Morning Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Jack Luterman 
  Son of Marla & William Luterman 
5:00 pm Bat Mitzvah of Saylor Grace Harman 
  Daughter of Rona & Brett Harman 
6:30 pm Havdalah

Friday, October 29 
8:00 pm Shabbat Service with special guest,  
  Rabbi Richard Address

Saturday, October 30 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Saturday Morning Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Isaac Bell 
  Son of Allison Cane-Bell and  
  Joseph Bell 
2:00 pm B’nai Mitzvah of Blake Samuel Fein &  
  Zachary Jacob Fein 
  Sons of Julie & Marc Fein 
6:30 pm Havdalah

Friday, November 5 
6:30 pm Family Shabbat Service 

Saturday, November 6 
5th Grade Retreat 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Saturday Morning Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah of Matthew Chase Shapiro 
  Son of Jill & Bruce Shapiro 
5:00 pm Bar Mitzvah of Isaac Davis Polsky 
  Son of Tracey & Daniel Polsky 
6:30 pm Havdalah

Shabbat & Holiday Services
All times, including B’nai Mitzvah services, are subject 

to change. The most up-to-date information can be 
found on our websit at mlrt.org

Friday Night Services are multi-access. Please join us in person at MLRT or via Livestream or Facebook Live.  
Masks are required for all in-person programming. 

Torah Study, Saturday Morning Services, and Havdalah are on Zoom only for the month of October.  
Links for our virtual services and study sessions are available via mlrt.org/zoom.
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October 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26  
Mitzvah Circle 
Foundation 5k 
Run/Walk 

27 EREV 
SHEMINI 
ATZERET 
8:00 pm 
Brotherhood MNF 
Get-Together*

28 SHEMINI 
ATZERET/EREV 
SIMCHAT TORAH 
7:00 pm Simchat 
Torah Celebration

29 SIMCHAT 
TORAH 
ECE Closed  
MLRT Office Closed 
10:00 am Simchat 
Torah Service & Yizkor

30 
11:00 am Bible Study  
12:00 pm Novel 
Discussion with Lucy 
Adlington**  
7:30 pm Friends of  
Bill W.*

October 1 
6:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

October 2  
9:00 am Torah Study  
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service 
10:30 am B’nai 
Mitzvah of Eli Bloch & 
Camille Cohen 
5:00 pm Bar Mitzvah of 
Caden Arnold 
6:30 pm Havdalah

3 
9:00 am 
Brotherhood Taking 
Down the Sukkah* 
12:30 pm Tribe Jr. 
Minute to Win it!

4 
8:00 pm Keeping It 
Reel: Pray Away**

5 
7:00 pm Letters to My 
Palestinian Neighbor 
Book Discussion**

6 
9:30 am Sisterhood 
Cook For A Friend

7 
11:00 am Bible Study 
7:00 pm Brotherhood 
Texas Hold’Em 
7:00 pm Sisterhood 
Virtual Opening Event 
7:30 pm Friends of  
Bill W.*

8 
6:30 pm Shabbat 
Service with Rabbi 
Richard Hirsh

9 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service 
11:00 am Noah’s Ark 
Experience* 
6:30 pm Havdalah

10 
10:00 am Hassel 
Adult Education 
Lecture with Jodi 
Eichler-Levine 
4:00 pm New 
Member Event 
7:00 pm Beer 
Club*

11 12 
7:00 pm Letters to My 
Palestinian Neighbor 
Book Discussion**

13 14 
11:00 am Bible Study 
12:00 pm Short Story 
Discussion: In Case 
We’re Separated 
630 pm Brotherhood 
MNO 
7:30 pm Friends of  
Bill W.*

15 
6:30 pm Musical 
Shabbat Service

16 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service 
10:30 am B’nai 
Mitzvah of Peyton 
Spiegler & Ella Summer 
5:00 pm Bat Mitzvah of 
Ava Becker^ 
6:30 pm Havdalah

17 
3:00 pm New 
Member Event

18 
7:00 pm Letters 
to My Palestinian 
Neighbor Program 
with Yossi Klein 
Halevi

19 20 21 
11:00 am Bible Study 
7:30 pm Friends of  
Bill W.* 

22 
ECE Closed  
5:00 pm ECE 
Simchat Shabbat 
Service 
6:30 pm Shabbat 
Service

23 
9:00 am Torah Study 
9:00 am Shabbat 
Morning Walk*^ 
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah 
of Jack Luterman 
5:00 pm Bat Mitzvah of 
Saylor Harman 
6:30 pm Havdalah

24 
10:00 am Musical 
Program with 
Rabbi Or & Felicia 
Zohar**

25 
 

26  27 28 
11:00 am Bible Study  
7:30 pm Friends of  
Bill W.*

29  
8:00 pm Shabbat 
Service with Rabbi 
Richard Address 

30  
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah 
of Isaac Bell 
2:00 pm B’nai Mitzvah 
of Blake Fein and 
Zachary Fein 
6:30 pm Havdalah

31 
6th Grade Retreat 

November 1 November 2 
ELECTION DAY

Religious School 
Closed 

 

November 3 
9:30 am Sisterhood 
Cook For A Friend*

November 4 
11:00 am Bible Study  
7:30 pm Friends of  
Bill W.*

November 5 
6:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service

November 6 
9:00 am Torah Study  
9:00 am 5th Grade 
Retreat 
10:00 am Shabbat 
Service 
10:30 am Bar Mitzvah 
of Matthew Shapiro 
5:00 pm Bar Mitzvah of 
Isaac Polsky 
6:30 pm Havdalah

All programs, classes, and services are subject to change. The most up-to-date information can be found at mlrt.org

Friday Night Services are multi-access and available via Livestream or Facebook Live. All other services are Zoom only.  
Masks are required for all in-person programming. Virtual services will be available via mlrt.org/zoom. 

* In person only           **Zoom only           ^ Off-site
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