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In moments of crisis, we often discover how deeply we 
need one another. When the world feels uncertain, when 
headlines overwhelm, or when personal challenges arise, 
our instinct is to reach out—to gather, to listen, to hold one 
another a little closer. In these moments, simply showing up 
becomes an act of courage and compassion.

Today, it can feel as though crisis is no longer an occasional 
interruption, but a constant backdrop to our lives. We are 
witnessing a troubling rise in antisemitism, deep political 
and social divisions, economic uncertainty, and global 
conflicts that feel both distant and painfully close to home. 
Many of us carry a quiet sense of worry—about our safety, 
our future, and the kind of world our children will inherit.

But Jewish tradition teaches us that our presence isn't just 
for emergencies. It's also for the quiet, everyday days that 
make up most of our lives.

The Torah reminds us that holiness is found not only in 
dramatic moments but also in everyday actions: in gathering 
for prayer, learning together, celebrating holidays, and 
caring for those in need. To “show up” during peaceful 
times—to attend services, engage in community life, check 
on a neighbor, volunteer, or simply be present with family 
and friends—is to build the relationships and resilience that 
support us when challenges come.

At Main Line Reform Temple, showing up also means 
planning for the future. It involves investing not only in what 
we need today but also what comes next.   Your presence 
is precious, your involvement is priceless.  

When we gather for holiday celebrations like the Purim 
Carnival, or our Second Night Seder, we strengthen the 

rhythms and traditions that connect us across generations, 
but all of that comes to fruition because of the partnership 
between our staff and members. Events and programs 
like the Speaker Series and the Sisterhood Boutique 
Bargain Sale provide opportunities to enhance our sense 
of community and do good work together. Remember the 
Uncle Sam poster that proclaimed “I want you!”?  Well, 
we want YOU!

These acts may seem simple, but together they are powerful. 
Community is not built in a single moment—it is formed over 
time through countless small acts of showing up. Every time 
we participate in worship, learning, service, or celebration, 
we help shape the kind of congregation MLRT will be in the 
future.

Pirkei Avot teaches, “Do not separate yourself from the 
community.” Belonging is not passive; it is something we 
choose again and again. In times of crisis, showing up 
means refusing to look away. In times of calm, it means 
refusing to drift away.

As a congregation, our strength lies in supporting each other 
through every season of life. Whether we come together 
in response to heartbreak or to celebrate joy, each act of 
presence affirms a simple truth: we are not alone.

In a world that often feels chaotic and fragile, showing 
up—steadily, consistently, and with intention—may be one 
of the most powerful acts of hope we possess.

May we continue to show up for one another, for MLRT, and 
for the sacred work of building a vibrant, compassionate, 
and enduring community.

SHOWING UP: PRESENCE IN TIMES OF CRISIS AND CALM
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Two years ago, my husband, Jack, approached me with a 
concert idea. The world was approximately 6 months past 
the devastating attack on Israel on October 7, 2023 and 
Ukraine was still under attack from Russia, not to mention that 
countless places in the world where people were suffering, 
being persecuted for their religious beliefs, suffering from 
food insecurity, disease, and displacement, or suffering for 
innumerable other reasons. We were all feeling the pain of 
that period of time and knowing how healing music can be, 
Jack suggested a concert about forging ahead after a war. 
The original working title was, “From War to Recovery: A 
Cantorial Concert.” Sadly, we haven’t yet recovered, and 
there is still trauma and suffering all around us.  

If you’ve made it this far, thank you for not turning the page 
on the dark opening of this article. There is a light at the end 
of this tunnel, so to speak: music is still healing, and there will 
still be a concert. Last year I attended a virtual class with Dr. 
Tanya Sermer, faculty at the Jerusalem campus of HUC-JIR 
and at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The class was 
divided into two parts: the first about soundscapes (think 
landscapes but with sounds) and its impact on society, 
art, and culture. The second part was an introduction to 
the tragically beautiful music that came in the aftermath 

of October 7. We know that even if the pit of despair, the 
soul yearns to create and renew. Rabbi Alan Lew taught 
about the cyclical nature of destruction to renewal. He 
regarded brokenheartedness as an opportunity for growth 
and transformation. Part of this opportunity comes from 
the ability to create art in all forms after a destruction or 
devastation, the ability to rise up, and the ability to find 
hope and unity in the darkest of days. With that in mind, 
we will allow the music to help us heal, to help us move 
forward, to help us see a brighter tomorrow. 

On Sunday, May 3 at 4:00 pm, I will be joined by my 
dear friends and colleagues, Cantor Galit Dadoun Cohen 
(Morristown, NJ), Cantor Juval Porat (Miami, FL), and 
Cantor Alicia Stillman (Boston, MA) with Dr. Ari Sussman 
on piano, and other instrumentalists, for a cantorial concert 
entitled, “Out of The Ashes.” This concert will take you on a 
musical journey from devastation to renewal. The music will 
include a variety of musical genres, imagery, and evocative 
sentiments. My colleagues joining are some of the most 
talented Cantors of this generation, and together with their 
incredible skills - musical, intellectual, and emotional - this 
will be a concert for the ages. I hope you’ll save the date, 
and I look forward to seeing you at this incredible musical.

Cantor Faryn Rudnick  frudnick@mlrt.org

RISE UP AND RISE ABOVE
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Life on Jewish time rarely offers us the comfort of emotional 
neutrality. In fact, the way our calendar is set up, it’s as 
though we are constantly and deliberately vacillating 
between moments of danger and deliverance. As we 
pass from Purim and Passover, we find ourselves standing 
between two of the most perilous places in Jewish memory: 
the gallows and the sea. 

Purim brings us face to face with the gallows. It is a story 
shaped by mortal threat, by the vulnerability of living at 
the mercy of others, and by the incredible speed at which 
public sentiment can turn. The danger is real and imminent 
with lives hanging in the balance. Then suddenly, there is a 
stunning reversal and the narrative shifts. A people headed 
for destruction becomes a story of survival and fear that 
gives way to celebration. They tried to kill us, we won, let’s 
eat!

Passover carries us to the edge of the sea; the liminal space 
between slavery and freedom. Here too, the danger is 
undeniable. Even after the ten plagues fell upon Egypt, the 
Israelites were still in great peril. At the sea there is nowhere 
else to run, the Egyptian horses and chariots are bearing 
down on them, and liberation seems to be evaporating 
before their eyes. Suddenly a door opens before them in 
the shape of a divided sea. Walking through it demanded 
movement before certainty, faith before proof, and the 
willingness to step literal, and figurative, uncharted waters. 
Perhaps, then, the Israelites were freed from their bondage 
not when the sea parted, but when they decided to walk 
towards the sea in the first place. 

This year, these stories painfully and powerfully echo the 
stories of persecution and perseverance in our own time. In 
late January, our community gathered for a vigil following 
the murder of two protesters in broad daylight. That 
gathering of 350 arose from the shock and grief we were 
all feeling, and from a shared need to affirm the sanctity 
of human life in the face of violence and intimidation. We 
came together to mourn, to pray, to commiserate, and to 
mark a moment that reminded us all how quickly our safety 
can erode. 

At the same time, we witnessed the closing of a different 
chapter marked by prolonged anguish. The body of the final 
Israeli hostage in Gaza, Ran Gvili, was brought home by 
IDF soldiers who risked their lives so that no one would be 
left behind. While nothing can undo the suffering endured 
or restore what was lost, this moment allowed waiting to 
give way to mourning; relief and sorrow bound together 
in the closing of a chapter that lasted well over two years. 

Purim and Passover teach us that living through extremes is 
not an aberration in Jewish life. Rather, it is the pattern we 
expect and experience again and again. All too often we 
are called upon to navigate such moments when the stakes 
are high and the outcomes are uncertain. In those moments, 
Jewish values do not ask us to disengage or wallow in self-
pity. Instead, we are called upon to help steady the system.

The world is not regulated by attempts to control it. Change 
begins when we choose to act within our reach. We give 
to righteous causes. We participate in local social justice 
and social action initiatives. We choose relationships over 
retreats, building bridges with people who do not look like 
us, live like us, or think like us. We continue telling our stories, 
eating our foods, celebrating our culture, and reminding 
ourselves that Jewish survival is directly connected to the 
investment we choose to make in our community. 

Between the gallows and the sea, joy and grief, simcha 
and solemnity, are not opposites. They are companions. 
To live faithfully in this season is not to avoid the extremes, 
but to walk the narrow path between them with intention, 
courage, and compassion. 

Kol ha’olam kulo gesher tzar me’od; v’ha’ikar lo l’fached 
klal. The whole world is a very narrow bridge. The important 
thing is to not be afraid
- Rabbi Nachman of Breslov

Chag Purim and Pesach Sameach!
May our holiday tables be filled with good food for sharing, 
and may our hearts be equally as filled with shared hope 
and love. 

BETWEEN THE GALLOWS AND THE SEA: PURIM, PASSOVER, AND 
LIVING THROUGH EXTREMES Rabbi Eric Mollo emollo@mlrt.org  



Our MLK Day of Service was made meaningful 
and impactful by the dedication, leadership, and 
generosity of so many. We were blessed to have 
250 members of our congregation participate in our 
MLK Day of Service this year! 

I would like to offer my sincere gratitude to: Rabbi 
Kevin Kleinman, Lauren Alexander, and Carolyn 
Klein for leading our Religious School cookie-baking 
project; Melissa Friedman, Leslie Guerin, Mihaela 
Schwartz, Katherine Haber, and Jennifer Attix 
for guiding our ECE families in creating snack bags 
and placemats for the Ardmore Food Pantry; Linda 
Finkelstein for coordinating our Sacred Spaces 
Refresh; Sherrill Neff for organizing Cards for the 
residents of K’far Tikvah; Linda Brock and the 
HIAS PA staff for facilitating refugee advocacy; 
Vanessa Coke Cohen for leading the Cradles to 
Crayons Mobile Warehouse clothing sort; Gaby 
Millman for organizing the Philabundance Notes of 
Sunshine project; Zach Gerson for coordinating the 

MAZON postcard campaign; Cheryl Harper for 
overseeing salad preparation for local food pantries; 
Kerry Heppen for organizing toiletry sorting and 
packaging for Laurel House and Mitzvah Circle 
Foundation; Ross M. Levy and the Tribe teens for 
running the bake sale and bracelet making; Cantor 
Faryn Rudnick and the Junior Jammers for singing 
their hearts out and bringing joy to the residents at 
The Quadrangle; Rabbi Geri Newburge for her 
guiding hand throughout the planning process; 
Lynne Balaban, Renee Strausberg, and Davida 
Chornock for their organizing efforts and support; 
and finally, our incredible TON chairs, Liz Stoller 
and Beth Allen, for coordinating the Recycled Book 
Fair benefiting WePAC and Box Lunch & A Book. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who donated supplies, 
baked, wrote notes, sorted items, advocated, cooked, 
cleaned, and showed up with open hearts. Together, 
we honored Dr. King’s legacy by turning our values 
into action!
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE THANK YOUS
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Since last fall, I have been marking a year of lasts. My 
youngest child is a senior in high school, and while he has 
so many firsts ahead of him, I am very conscious of the 
ways in which life will be different after this year. We have 
purchased his last school photos, logged hours on the couch 
for his last NFL season at home, and attended his last winter 
choral concert. I have lived through these transitions before, 
but something about this being the last time is making me 
take a close look at how we got here.
 
My kids were fortunate to learn their first life lessons at MLRT 
ECE. So much of who they are began in the classrooms 
downstairs, in the Circular Lounge and the Orleans, at 
Shabbat in our Sanctuary, and on the playground. Like 
many of you, I have pictures and videos of Shabbat Kings 
and Queens, Purim parades, and more laminated placemats 
than we can ever use, and these are an amazing archive 
of their first learning experiences. My kids made their first 
friends in the ECE, learned how to listen and participate and 
share, and began to absorb how we live Jewish lives. 
 
MLRT’s ECE was not just a formative place for my kids. I made 
friends and got involved in the HSA and built relationships 
that have been so meaningful to me for so long. When 
my son graduated from ECE, my daughters were already 
in Religious School, my husband was playing in the MLRT 

Basketball League, and I became active in Sisterhood, 
where I met many women who had experienced all the 
change and transitions I had behind and ahead of me.  
Our ECE does not just prepare kids and families for 
kindergarten and life beyond preschool; it creates 
community that grows and sustains our congregation. Even 
though the time when my kids were in ECE seems impossibly 
far away, and I’m not sure how they were ever that little, 
I will always be so grateful that my family’s MLRT journey 
began with ECE, and that it has continued because of the 
strong foundation ECE created.
 
If you are easily sentimental like me, I hope you 
will consider acknowledging the importance 
of our MLRT ECE with a gift to our Playground 
Renovation Campaign. 

Please join us in making this outdoor learning environment 
more inclusive, accessible, and engaging for our youngest 
members. I can think of no better way of showing gratitude 
for the powerful impact that ECE has had than by helping to 
ensure that new families choose to celebrate their firsts and 
lasts with us at MLRT. If you would like to share your family’s 
ECE connection or have questions about supporting our 
campaign, please reach out to me at president@mlrt.org.

Mary Kamplain president@mlrt.org

LEAVE YOUR MARK ON THE WALL OF MAZALS!  
We are collecting kippot from the milestones celebrated at MLRT for a colorful office display. 
if you have a kippah from a B'nai MItzvah, Bris Milah, Wedding. or other Simcha held at MLRT,  

we want it! Please bring your contribution to Laurie Silverman in the MLRT Office to take part in this 
innovative exhibition of the lifecycles celebrated at the Temple over the years.
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STOP BY AND EXPLORE THE NEW LIBRARY SPACE 
Visit the library whenever the building is open and you’ll see books of every genre. Come and browse, find a book to 
enjoy, sign it out, and return it in a month. Take advantage of this special resource in its new location in ALC1. 

Also, there’s lots of activity at MLRT involving books and authors. On January 30, 2026, we welcomed Rachel 
Simons, author of Sesame: Global Recipes + Stories of an Ancient Seed. Rachel spoke about her life, the history of the 
sesame seed and her book and demonstrated a recipe from the book during her first Tu B’Shevat Seder. Sesame, a 
beautiful book full of tasty recipes, is one of many cookbooks available in the library. 

📖 MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE NEXT SPECIAL  
BOOK EVENT WITH AUTHOR HOWARD LANGER
Friday, April 24, 2026, at 6:30 pm
During Brotherhood Shabbat, which all are welcome to attend, local anti-
trust attorney and Penn Law professor Howard Langer will discuss The Last 
Dekrepitzer. Winner of the National Jewish Book Award, the book imagines 
what would happen if the last remaining survivor of a Hasidic sect found his 
way to the pre –Civil Rights American South and took on a new identity as 
a blues musician named Sam Lightup. In doing so, the novel explores many 
subjects including race, the legacy of the Holocaust, music, and God. 
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PURIM



PESACH
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As the sun sets on Wednesday, April 1, Jews throughout the 
world will begin the celebration of Pesach. Traditionally, 
Judaism views the Seder as both a meal and as teaching 
opportunity. While the Haggadah teaches us the story of 
Pesach, we each have stories to share with each other. 
And, it is the most memorable of holidays for our children 
as we gather round the beautiful holiday table to retell 
the story of Exodus, enjoy these special foods, search 
for the afikomen, welcome Elijah and join together in the 
singing of ancient melodies.

Pesach Morning Service 
APRIL 2 | 10:00 am 

2nd Night Seder
APRIL 2 | 5:30 pm

7th Day of Pesach Service & Yizkor
APRIL 8  | 10:00 am 

Elijah’s Cup – A special cup filled with wine. According to legend, 
Elijah visits every Seder in every home and drinks from his cup.
Miriam’s Cup – A cup filled with water to honor the role of Miriam 
the Prophetess in the Exodus and to highlight the contributions of 
women to Jewish culture, past and present.
Haggadah – The book containing the order of the Seder.

Candles – Pesach is one of the three Pilgrimage Festivals when 
candles are lit and blessed just as they are on Shabbat.

Matza – The unleavened bread of affliction that our ancestors ate 
as they left Egypt.
Salt Water - Symbolic of the tears our ancestors shed in Egypt.

What is Pesach (Passover)?
Pesach is a Festival of Freedom, when we recall how God 
released our ancestors from slavery in Egypt and assisted in 
bringing a free people into existence. Pesach is an Agricultural 
Festival, which in ancient times marked the beginning of the 
grain harvest. In those days, our ancestors were farmers tilling 
the soil for a livelihood. The story of Passover reminds us 
of the Land of Israel. Pesach is a Pilgrimage Festival. Three 
times during the year, the Israelites, according to the laws 
of the Torah, went in joyous procession to Jerusalem. There 
they celebrated the three festivals that occur during the year: 
Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot.

Pesach is all of these things, but it is especially a holiday 
for children-a tradition to pass on from generation to 
generation - L’dor V’dor... Our ancestors were instructed: 
“You shall tell it to your (son) child.” Every year at Pesach, 
we recall our ancestors' escape from slavery in Egypt and 
their celebration after they crossed through the Red Sea to 
freedom. Now, more than ever, this sense of freedom is 
needed by our people- freedom from terrorism, antisemitism, 
misunderstanding, marginalization. May we draw strength 
from the sacred journey of those who came before us as we 
continue our quest for freedom.
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MAIN LINE SPEAKER SERIES



MAIN LINE SPEAKER SERIES
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STAY CONNECTED



OPENING OUR DOORS, SHARING OUR VALUES: A REFLECTION 
ON THE ECE–RJ NETWORK VISIT

On Friday, January 23, our Early Childhood Education 
program welcomed approximately 80 early childhood 
educators and leaders from across the country. They came 
for an ECE–Reggio Jewish (ECE–RJ) network gathering, 
ready to learn together and see meaningful early childhood 
practices firsthand. 

For our community, this visit was more than just a professional 
exchange. It was a moment of pride, reflection, and a 
chance to affirm the values that guide our work every day.

An ECE Program Rooted in Care and Community
Visiting colleagues made it clear that they felt a deep sense 
of care throughout our school. They noted that children’s 
out-of-school moments are well integrated into their daily 
activities through family photos, and that daily routines are 
thoughtfully planned to create a warm and welcoming 
environment. Guests mentioned that respect, warmth, 
and attention are given to children and families in each 
classroom. 

Visitors also commented on the strong sense of community 
here, which is the result of years of effort. For the past 
six years, educators, families, and leaders have worked 
together to build trust and collaboration. This culture was 
evident not only in classrooms but also in conversations with 
our teachers, shared decisions, and the way staff support 
one another.

Learning 
Made Visible
Throughout the 
school, visitors 
saw classrooms 
set up to reflect  
the children’s 
ideas, ongoing 
explorat ions, 
and questions. 
Displays of children’s work, such as photographs, 
conversation transcripts, and ongoing projects, made 
learning visible in meaningful ways. These displays are more 
than decoration. They show how children think, wonder, 
and make sense of the world. Guests noted that teachers 

carefully observe children, design activities that spark 
curiosity, and plan lessons based on children’s interests and 
ideas.

Educators as Learners and Leaders
Our teachers were key to making the visit special. They 
welcomed guests into classrooms and showed what daily 
life is really like, not just a prepared display. Many of our 
classroom teachers welcomed our guests in person, shared 
their classroom ideas, and reflected with our colleagues 
from other school communities.

These moments highlighted an essential truth about 
our school: our educators are not just teachers but also 
researchers, collaborators, and lifelong learners.

A Moment of Affirmation
The visit confirmed that our program is a model within the 
ECE–RJ network and beyond. Guests saw our ongoing 
commitment to high-quality documentation, well-designed 
learning spaces, and the belief that children’s voices matter. 
Just as important, they noticed the strong relationships 
among educators, families, leaders, clergy, and staff that 
make this work possible.

With Gratitude
Events like this only happen because of teamwork. We are 
deeply grateful to our educators, Executive Director, clergy 
partners, and maintenance team for their flexibility, care, 
and all the behind-the-scenes work that made the day a 
success.

We invite our congregational community to share in this 
pride. Take a moment to walk through the ECE hallways 
and classrooms. Pause at the displays of children’s work. 
In these displays, you will see not only what children are 
learning, but also who they are: curious, capable, and 
deeply engaged with the world around them.

This visit reminded us that our Early Childhood Education 
program is more than a place for young children to learn. It is 
a living example of our community’s values: care, reflection, 
relationships, and the belief that meaningful learning starts 
early.

3/1 – Purim Carnival (No Religious School)
3/6 – Family Shabbat Service  
3/15 – 4th Grade Field Trip & 6th Grade Retreat 
3/29-4/6 – NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
4/10 – Family Shabbat Service  
4/12 –Kindergarten Mishpacha Program, ECE 
Open House, and 5th Grade Field Trip

MLRTMatters 15

Mihaela Schwartz  mschwartz@mlrt.org

March & April Religious School CalendarRELIGIOUS SCHOOL
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As I write this article, the big snowstorm of January 25 is 
starting to subside. The sound of playoff football is emanating 
from the lower level of my home and I am warmed by the 
thought of our Sisterhood activities coming this spring.

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our Book Review Brunch 
because of the snowstorm. We are working on rescheduling 
it for early in May. I would like to thank the incredibly 
creative Book Review committee of Sue Rhode, Linda 
Gordon, Christina Fink, Linda Brock, Lynn Furness, Cheryl 
Harper and Sue Rubin Plick. I look forward to working with 
them again in May.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our 
amazing Shalach Manot team of Lisa Greenblatt, Jackie 
Bobrin, Ami Lonner, Liz Stoller, Amanda Charney, Jackie 
Arnold, Meredith Steele, and Becca Seltzer. It is a very 
large undertaking that provides Sisterhood with the funds to 
support much needed projects for MLRT.

 Our in-person General Board Meeting will take place at 
10:00 am on March 10 and our Zoom General Board 
Meeting will take place at 7:00 pm on April 14. Cook for a 
Friend will take place at 9:30 am on March 16.

Our Bargain Boutique Sale will take place on Sunday, 
April 19 and Monday, April 20. The collection for Bargain 
Boutique will begin on April 12. Look through your 
closets, basements, attics, and crawl spaces for clothing 
and accessories that you would like to donate (collection 
specifics are below!) Since it is very time consuming to 
organize, untangle and price the jewelry donations, we 
have already begun to collect jewelry for the Bargain 
Boutique. All jewelry being donated prior to April 12 may 
be dropped off in the office.

We are working on a privately guided tour of the Weitzman 
Museum on April 10. Look out for a Constant Contact from 
Sisterhood with the details.

The WRJ District Convention will conveniently take place 
in Wilmington, Delaware this year from April 30 to May 
3. The theme is “B’Yachad: Together in Renewal, Seeds 
of Tomorrow”. If anyone is interested in attending, please 
contact Cheryl Harper at charperartist@gmail.com or  
Amy Silverman at adsass@comcast.net. 

To my fellow sisters and to the Main Line Reform Temple 
Community at large, wishing you a joyful Purim and a 
zissen Pesach.

SISTERHOOD
Amy Silverman sisterhood@mlrt.org
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BROTHERHOOD
David Krupnick brotherhood@mlrt.org

I recently had the incredible opportunity to travel to Israel 
as part of the joint MLRT/Temple Beth Hillel Mission in early 
December, 2025. Entitled "Hineni", ("Here I am") the five-
day mission offered an intensive opportunity to experience 
Israel from a variety of angles. This would be my third visit 
to Israel, albeit over my lifetime. I first went with my family in 
1971 as a child. My grandfather knew his life would soon be 
coming to an end and he wanted to gather with our Israeli 
relatives and our family one last time. My second trip was in 
1985, as a Columbia University graduate student, where I 
gathered information as part of my Masters Thesis. Both trips 
had a profound impact on me, with many memories vivid to 
this day. Though I vowed to return some day, inevitably life's 
twists and turns took hold and 40 years passed. 

Our agenda included impactful visits to a rehabilitative farm 
for veterans, planting at a kibbutz, the soccer field honoring 
the memory of the children killed there by a Hezbollah 
missile strike, Shabbat evening at the Kotel (Western Wall) 
and a visit to the site of the Nova Music Festival, where on 
October 7, 2023, 378 civilians and security personnel were 
murdered and 44 were taken hostage by Hamas.

Despite my 30 years in federal law enforcement and 
intelligence, I was very unprepared for the deep impact the 
site would have on me, especially as a father. It was nearly 
too much to imagine at one time. I continue to process it, 

yet I remain grateful for the opportunity to have visited this 
solemn reminder of the possible extremes of life.

The following day, I visited the Shuk (market) in Jerusalem. 
Just prior to Shabbat, I saw young and old people dancing 
in the streets, singing joyfully. There was an incredible 
enthusiasm in the air, in stark contrast to what I saw just the 
day before. It gave me more of an appreciation for the 
incredible resilience and optimism of Israel and the Jewish 
people. Even following tragedy, life has gone on. We 
persevere. I felt safe and at home the entire time and hope 
to return with my family soon. 

Please join us for our Annual Brotherhood Shabbat to be 
held on Friday, April 24, beginning with dinner at 5:00 pm 
and services starting at 6:30 pm. In addition, noted author 
and prominent attorney Howard Langer will discuss his latest 
book, The Last Dekrepitzer.  In this work, he imagines "what 
would happen if the last remaining survivor of a Hasidic 
sect found his way to the pre – Civil Rights American South 
and took on a new identity as a blues musician. In doing 
so, the novel explores subjects like race, the legacy of the 
Holocaust, music, and God." Mr. Langer will be available 
following the service for questions and answers as well as 
book signing.

See you soon and stay warm! 

Photo: Ris Productions  |  Design: Arrangements Unlimited  |  Venue: Clothier of Wynnewood  |  Caterer: Infinity Catering

The Ultimate Mitzvah Destination
610.642.3174   |   events@clothierhall.com   |   clothier-hall.comClothier Hall

Photos: Ris L. Prodctions & Photos By Todd  |  Design: Arrangements Unlimited
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ANNUAL FUND
Lynne & Michael Balaban	
In memory of Richard Ehrenberg

Hermine Chern	
In memory of Gerald Korn

Jerry Dubnoff	
In memory of Caren Dubnoff

Jessica & Michael Goodman	
Susan Kleinman	
In memory of Bessie Hendel

Jeanne Levy	
In memory of Henry Schimel

Fay & Ted Mushlin	
In memory of Daniel Frankel
In memory of Shellie Turner

Cindy & Jeff Ruben	
In honor of the birth of Mia Joy Beatty

Susan & Alan Silverberg
Sharon & Mark Snyder	
In memory of Jeff Adler

Laura & Richard Steel	
In honor of Jordan Glassman,  
Samantha Glassman, and Eliza Steel

The Stoller Family	
In honor of Jocelyn Swarbrick

Celia R. Wasserman	
In memory of Jerome M. Frank

     Contributions    December 2, 2025 - February 6, 2026

Anonymous	
In honor of Dylan Milstein 

Helene & Marc Cohen	
In memory of Wolfgang Arnoldo Levy Lewin

 Marci & Marc Dashevsky	
In memory of Sandra Barsky

Susan Haiman & Albert Bensoussan	
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Sharon & Aaron Kanze, Jonathan & 
Rebecca Kanze, David & Kylie Kanze,  
and Families	
In memory of Fay Lynne Trachtman

Sharon & Aaron Kanze	
In memory of Joseph F. Convery

Dr. Janet Kay	
In honor of the birth of great-grandson,  
Ezra Ira Kay

Sandi & David Kleinman	
In appreciation of Yarden Kleinman's Bar Mitzvah

Elaine & Don Krasnick	
Yahrzeit of Evelyn Krasnick
Yahrzeit of Barbara Merwitzer

Karen & Jon Richter	
In honor of Lila Richter’s Bat Mitzvah

Lena & David Romanoff	
In appreciation of Cantor Faryn Rudnick

Cynthia Rozenberg	
In memory of Sandra Barsky

Jane Tumpson & Reed Pyeritz	
In memory of Jeff Adler

CANTOR RUDNICK 
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Nancy & Larry Bailine	
In memory of John Dugan and Mimi Bailine

Helene & Marc Cohen	
In memory of Paul Siegel

FOOD BANK FUND

Anonymous	
In memory of Birdye and David White 

Cantor Faryn & Jack Rudnick	
In memory of George Blumenfeld
In memory of Else Blumenfeld

CANTOR PORTNOY 
MUSIC FUND

Amy & Terry Buckman	
In memory of Wolfgang Arnoldo Levy Lewin

COMMUNITY ACTION FUND

Debbie & Elliott Maser	
In memory of Susan Savage

Patricia Masters	
In memory of Gerald J. Marks

Susan & Larry Picker	
In memory of Max Levine

MITZVAH FUND

Robin & Steven Schopler	
In honor of the Consecration of Vera Freifeld

M. THORNER CAMP HARLAM 
SCHOLARSHIP

Lori Ehrich	
In memory of Richard Ehrenberg, Wolfgang 
Arnoldo Levy Lewin, and Michael Lester

Ann & Gordon Gelfond	
In memory of Paul Siegel
In memory of Wolfgang Arnoldo Levy Lewin
In memory of Michael Lester
In memory of Richard Ehrenberg

Gail Gutman & Family	
In memory of Sara Price

Nancy & Vic Haas	
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Mary & Trey Kamplain	
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Susan Kleinman	
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Mona Zeehandelaar and Ken Harris	
In memory of Leonard Dubin

L’DOR V’DOR FUND

Norma & Stephen Bolden	
In memory of Gail Kanter	

MAXINE JAFFE MUSIC FUND

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Linda & Geoff Donoho	
In memory of Wolfgang Arnoldo Levy Lewin

Ilene King	
In memory of Emil Arensberg

Amy & Bob Silverman	
In honor of the birth of  
Henry David Friedlander

The Stoller Family	
In memory of Arnoldo Levy

Marcia & Ted Wasserman	
In memory of Jeff Adler

Mary & Louis Bernstein	
In honor of Mark Komen

BROTHERHOOD FUND

Joanna & Joshua Kowitt

BARBARA LEVIN  
PLAYGROUND FUND

Amy & Terry Buckman	
In memory of John Seymour Hirsch

Shari Morelli	
In memory of Michael Lester

Robin & Steven Schopler	
In honor of the Consecration of Maxine Resnikoff

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION FUND

HASSEL ADULT EDUCATION 
FUND
Gloria Goldberg	  
In memory of Paul Siegel

Ilyse & Jonathan Shapiro	
In memory of Paul Soltoff

HOLOCAUST FUND



RABBI MOLLO 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Helene & Marc Cohen	
In memory of Michael Lester

Marjorie & Steven Feinstein	
In memory of Herbert Schlanger

Sharon & Aaron Kanze, Jonathan & Rebecca 
Kanze, David & Kylie Kanze, and Families	
In memory of Mrs. Lois Fogel

Sharon & Aaron Kanze	
In memory of Dr. Frank Helsinger

Karen & Jon Richter	
In honor of Lila Richter’s Bat Mitzvah

Lena & David Romanoff	
In appreciation of Rabbi Eric Mollo

ODELL-DIAMOND LIBRARY 
FUND
Sallie & Michael Bleshman	
In memory of Adele and Frank Rakoff, & Morris 
and Rozalyn Bleshman
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Jane Brown	
In memory of Steven Brown
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Lynn Furness	
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel
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Anonymous	
In memory of Birdye and David White

Michael Adelman	
In memory of Jeffrey Adelman

Jeff, Lisa, and Sophie Baskin	
In memory of Deborah Baskin
In memory of Joey Baskin

Joan Bobroff	
In honor of Rabbi Geri Newburge for an 
unforgettable Israel experience

Leslie Brier	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Rosie & Glenn Brooks	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge and 
Giving Tuesday

Helene & Marc Cohen	
In memory of Richard Lee Ehrenberg
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

RABBI NEWBURGE 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

SISTERHOOD FUND

Joan Frost	
In appreciation of Sisterhood

Barbara & Dennis Hoffman	
Speedy Recovery for Jennie Nemroff
In memory of Dessie Minnen Sewel

Hildy Kamin	
Speedy Recovery for Jennie Nemroff

Jennie & Sam Nemroff	
In honor of the birth of Henry David Friedlander

Amy & Bob Silverman	
In memory of Norman Sassler

David, Brooke, and Danielle Krupnick	
In memory of Richard Erhrenberg

Susan & Alan Silverberg 
Alice & Michael Solomon	
In memory of Jeff Adler
In memory of Sylvia Goldberg

SECURITY FUND

Amy and Terry Buckman	
In memory of Michael Lester

Jennie & Sam Nemroff	
In memory of Michael Lester

SPEAKER SERIES FUND

QUESTION ABOUT YOUR CONTRIBUTION OR 
CONCERN ABOUT YOUR LISTING?  
 
Please contact Davida Chornock, Director of Marketing and 
Communication, at dchornock@mltt.org

RABBI KLEINMAN 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Debbie Cohen	
In honor of Yarden Kleinman's Bar Mitzvah

Chana Dickter	
In honor of Yarden Rothman Kleinman

Linda Mundy & Jeffrey Drebin	
Edgar Freudenberg	
In memory of Helena M. Freudenberg

Judith Grenen	
In memory of Judge Albert A. Sann

Kerry Heppen	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge for taking 
us on the Israel trip

Hildy Kamin	
In memory of Jeff Adler

Mary Kamplain	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Sharon & Aaron Kanze	
In honor of Eva Skolnick on her 102nd Birthday

The Kanze Family	
In memory of Mrs. Lois Fogel

Debbie Klein	
In memory of Herman Gallner

Debbie Klein & Family	
In memory of Mayme Gallner

Sandi & David Kleinman	
In appreciation ofYa rden Kleinman's Bar Mitzvah

Louis & Jeannette Kozloff	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

David Krupnick	  
In honor of Rabbi Geri Newburge's Leadership of 
the Hineni Israel Mission

Denise & Steven Kurtz & Family	
In memory of RIchard Ehrenberg

The Lewis Family	
In memory of Lynn Tractman

Vicki Markovitz & Larry Dubinski	
In memory of Judith Shapiro
In memory of Claude de Botton

Jaye Pinch Gilmar	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Lian Refol	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Karen & Jon Richter	
In honor of Lila Richter’s Bat Mitzvah

Lena & David Romanoff	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Susan & Alan Silverberg
Alyson & Brian Solomon	
In memory of Lynn Cook

Dana & Robert Solomon	
In honor of Michael Solomon

Jane Tumpson & Reed Pyeritz	
In memory of Jeff Adler

RABBI NEWBURGE 
DISCRETIONARY FUND CONT.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND
Carole Myers	
In appreciation of Scott, Keri, Evan, and  
Leo Berger

Robin & Steven Schopler	
In honor of the Consecration of Vera Freifeld
In honor of the Consecration of  
Maxine Resnikoff

Susan & Alan Silverberg

Amy and Terry Buckman	
In memory of Richard Lee Ehrenberg

Sherry Edwab		

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT FUND
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MAZAL TOV

UPCOMING B’NAI MITZVAH... CELEBRATE WITH US! 

MAZALTOV
TO OUR JANUARY-FEBRUARY B’NAI MITZVAH

1/3         Jocelyn Swarbrick
1/10       Yarden Kleinman

1/31       Brooke Rappaport

2/21        Riley Rand1/17       Sophie Goldis
1/24       Magnolia Dahl  (pm)

2/7        Noah Gillman  (pm)

JOCELYN

Daughter of Amanda & Marc Swarbrick 

SOPHIE

Daughter of Allison &
Edward Goldis 

YARDEN

Son of Rabbi Kevin Kleinman & Chana Rothman

MAGNOLIA DAHL

Daughter of Katherine Lackritz 

NOAH

Son of Ilana & Robert Gillman

RILEY

Son of Melissa & Jordan Rand

BROOKE

Daughter of Jamie &
Seth Rappaport 

UPCOMING B’NAI MITZVAH... CELEBRATE WITH US! 
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1/3         Jocelyn Swarbrick
1/10       Yarden Kleinman

1/31       Brooke Rappaport

2/21        Riley Rand1/17       Sophie Goldis
1/24       Magnolia Dahl  (pm)

2/7        Noah Gillman  (pm)

JOCELYN

Daughter of Amanda & Marc Swarbrick 

SOPHIE

Daughter of Allison &
Edward Goldis 

YARDEN

Son of Rabbi Kevin Kleinman & Chana Rothman

MAGNOLIA DAHL

Daughter of Katherine Lackritz 

NOAH

Son of Ilana & Robert Gillman

RILEY

Son of Melissa & Jordan Rand

BROOKE

Daughter of Jamie &
Seth Rappaport 

We want to be a part of your life! Please email our Director of Marketing and Communications, Davida Chornock,  
at dchornock@mlrt.org so we can share your news, good and bad, with our MLRT Family.

Jillian & Todd Borow on the birth of 
their daughter, Abigail Sydney Borow 

Bobbie Halpern on the birth of her 
great-grandchild, Archer James Parisi 

Hildy Kamin on the Bar Mitzvah of 
her grandson, Yisrael Meir Kamin 

Sue & Mike Plick on the birth of their 
grandson, Henry David Friedlander

Eileen Roberts on the Bat Mitzvah of 
her granddaughter, Jocelyn Swarbrick

A SIMCHA SHARED IS A SIMCHA DOUBLED. 
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CALENDAR
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IN MEMORIAM

Sandra Barsky 
Aunt of Susan (Bruce) Golboro

Lynn Susan Cook 
Mother of Alyson (Brian) Solomon and Michael Cook; 
Grandmother of Lainey, Aden, Ethan, and Dylan; Wife 
of Ellis Cook

Leonard Dubin 
Father of Michael (Betsy) Dubin, Lisa (Ben) Hofferman, 
and David Dubin; Grandfather of Jessica, Sari, Zoe, 
and Lindsey Dubin, and Carly and Danny Hofferman; 
Husband of the late Marlene Bronstein Dubin; Brother of 
the late Berny (Maxine) Dubin and Arlene Dubin

Richard Lee Ehrenberg 
Father of Hugh Ehrenberg (Celeste Durnwald) and 
Debra Leigh Ehrenberg; Grandfather of Sophia & 
Charlotte Ehrenberg; Husband of Mary Sue Ehrenberg

John Seymour Hirsch, Jr. 
Father of Brian (Lauren) Hirsch; Grandfather of Abigail, 
Madeline, and Henry

Michael Lester 
Father of Rich (Rachel) Lester and Steven (Terri) Lester; 
Grandfather of Owen, Julia, and Eli Lester, Haleigh 
(Justin) Goldstein, Ryan Lester (Kim Batten), Aldin Miller, 
and Kaylie Miller; Husband of Annette Lester; Brother 
of Anita Brown and Ira Lester; Great-grandfather of 
Brayden and Liam Goldstein

Wolfgang Arnoldo Levy Lewin 
Father of Henry Levy (Beth Allen), Roberto (Laura) Levy, 
and Ernesto (Renee) Levy; Husband of Wilma Levy; 
Brother of Martin Levy; Grandfather of Sabrina, Alana, 
and Dahlia, Ilan, Alex, Noah, and Jonathan Levy

Dr. Gerald Marks 
Father of John (Meredith) Marks, Richard (April) Marks, 
and Jim (Palma) Marks; Grandfather of Victoria, 
William, Elizabeth, Rebecca, Jacob (Muriel), Charlotte, 
Julia, Caroline (Robert), Camille, and Sarah; Great-
grandfather of Georgina; Husband of the late Barbara 
Marks; Partner of Astrid Suurbeek; Brother of Burton 
(Nancy) Marks 

Paul Siegel 
Father of Gabby Siegel, Jeremy (Carolyn) Siegel, and 
Miles (Amanda) Siegel; Husband of the late Dorothy 
Ann Siegel; Brother of Hano Siegel; Grandfather of 
Rachel (Jason) Smoller, Mea, Jonah (Kat), Ruth (Mike), 
and Isaac (Anna) Siegel; Great-grandfather of Benjamin 
Starr-Smoller

Lillian Ruth Summer 
Mother of Ross (Ashley) Summer, Lori (Steve) 
Machiorlette, and Renee (Gerald) Melchiode; 
Grandmother of Jacob and Ella Summer, Morgan 
(Karley) Machiorlette, Brette (Kevin) Amaroli, Max 
(Meghan) Machiorlette, Zachary (Ashley) Melchiode, 
and Lauren Melchiode; Wife of Warren Summer;  
Sister of Arthur (Linda) Horlick; Aunt to several nieces  
and nephews

WE EXTEND CONDOLENCES TO OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS ON THE LOSS OF THEIR LOVED ONES

Please consider a contribution to MLRT in memory of these lost loved ones.  
Visit mlrt.org to make a donation in their names.
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For information regarding advertising in MLRT Matters, please contact  
Davida Chornock, Director of Marketing and Communications, at dchornock@mlrt.org


