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THERE IS STILL SO MUCH TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN 2026!  
Look inside for information about our Main Line Speaker Series with Ethan Mollick,  

Lifelong Learning opportunities, Chanukah programming, 75th Anniversary activities, and more!
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I have two words for you: Simchat Torah. Of course, Simchat 
Torah has passed, but we are still glowing from a spectacular 
evening of recent B’nai Mitzvah students chanting Torah and 
celebrating the Consecration of 43 First Grade students!  
Many of these students sought out the opportunity to carry 
the Torah, even at six and seven years old.

Think about what that means. A Torah scroll is heavy, and 
it asks something of anyone who holds it: steady hands, 
careful steps, and a little courage. Our youngest learners 
stepped forward anyway. Beside them stood teenagers 
who were Consecrated in this same sanctuary not long ago 
and are now chanting from the scroll with confidence. In one 
evening we saw the whole arc of a Jewish education, from 
the first blessing to the full voice of a young adult reading 
our sacred story aloud. As we finished Deuteronomy and 
rolled back to "In the beginning," we were reminded that 
learning in our tradition never ends. It just starts again, a 
little deeper each time.

That is the heart of what we do at Main Line Reform Temple, 
and most importantly, there was truly a sense of joy that 
evening...and the celebration doesn't stop there.

Family Shabbat continues throughout the year, with services 
designed so children can sing, move, ask questions, and 
feel at home in the sanctuary. It’s also when we celebrate 
birthdays, and everyone has a birthday. Whether your 
family comes every month or is joining us for the first time, 

there's a seat for you. Our upcoming Family Shabbat dates 
are November 6 and December 4.

We have a number of authors speaking throughout the year, 
including Anita Wyzanski Robboy on Friday, November 13, 
and our own Ethan Mollick as part of our Speaker Series 
on November 19.  If you ever wanted to hear directly from 
one of the world’s leading experts on AI this is your chance!

Then, Chanukah will be here before we know it, beginning 
at sundown on Friday, December 4. As always, we are 
planning various (delicious) festivities, and we hope you'll 
bring your loved ones, your chanukiyah, and your appetite.

Behind all of this is our commitment to learners of every 
age and to meaningful engagement. Our preschoolers are 
discovering holidays through song and play. Our Religious 
School students are building the skills and friendships that 
carried our Consecration students and B'nai Mitzvah to the 
bimah. Our adult learners engage every week, from the 
new Jewish Learning Lab on Thursdays, to weekly Shabbat 
Torah study, to special courses offered throughout the year, 
and are proving that it is never too late to pick up the scroll 
and find something new in it.

Simchat Torah means "rejoicing in Torah." On that night, we 
rejoiced in the Torah itself, and also in the people who carry 
it forward. We hope you'll join us in the months ahead and 
keep the joy going- chazak, chazak, v’nitchazek- be strong, 
be strong, and let us always be strengthened!

SEASON OF JOY - REJOICE WITH US!
Rabbi Geri Newburge gnewburge@mlrt.org                          
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Traditionally, at the end of a Jewish wedding, a glass is 
broken. There are many explanations for why we do this, 
but I like to remind the couple about the fragility of their 
relationship, that one must handle the relationship with care 
because once it's broken, you can never fully put it back 
together, the same way we could never restore the broken 
glass to its original form. 

Eighty-eight years ago this November, the Jewish 
community experienced a shattering the likes of which 
we cannot imagine, when a nationwide pogrom targeted 
Jewish institutions and Jews across Germany. That night 
became known as Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, 

and the Jewish community was never the same again. With 
each passing year, we must find new ways to remember the 
tragedies our people faced that frightening night.

Music, and the creation of the arts, has been a survival 
tactic of our people through the best and worst of times. And 
today, 88 years since that tragic night, we will pay tribute to 
our survival through the musical presentation of four visiting 
students from the Jerusalem Conservatory of Music and 
Dance who have been called the best and brightest in the 
country. Register at tinyurl.com/JCM2026klm to join us 
on Sunday, November 8 at 4:00 pm for an extraordinary 
evening of music.

Cantor Faryn Rudnick  frudnick@mlrt.org

SURVIVAL WITH SCARS
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As we emerge from quite a full September and October, I 
find myself thinking back to the challenge I offered at the 
beginning of the Jewish New Year: Jewish tradition asks us 
not only to wrestle with big ideas, but to bring those ideas 
into the world. Throughout the High Holy Day season, so 
many members of our MLRT family did exactly that.

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to our High Holy Day 
Food Drive, helping stock the 
shelves at the Ardmore Food 
Pantry for our neighbors facing 
food insecurity. Thank you to 
those who participated in our 
RAC-PA Every Voice, Every 
Vote efforts, writing postcards 
to low-propensity Pennsylvania 
voters and encouraging 

increased voter turnout. Thank you, as well, to everyone 
who contacted our state legislators in support of HB 1610, 
which seeks to close the “Delaware loophole” with the goal 
of generating enough state revenue to make up for federal 
cuts to SNAP benefits.

Turning now from the introspection of September and 
October toward November and December, Thanksgiving 
and Chanukah offer us two more prime opportunities to 
consider how gratitude and responsibility go hand in hand. 
Thanksgiving asks us to pause and notice what we have. 
Chanukah asks us to consider how we might add to the light 
within and around us. Both offer opportunities to recognize 
the blessings in our lives and to think about how we can 
best share our blessings with others. And fortunately, at 
MLRT, there are plenty of opportunities to keep putting 
those ideas into practice.

Our annual SukCoat Drive continues through November 
25, carrying the message of Sukkot with us even after our 
sukkah has come down. As the weather grows colder, we 
are reminded that not everyone has the shelter, warmth, 
and protection they need. Donating a new or gently used 
coat is a simple way to make an immediate and tangible 
difference. Drop off donations in the lobby, please!

Coats aren't all that is needed as we get close to the end of 
the year and the holiday season. Help us bring nourishment 
and holiday cheer to our neighbors by donating non-
perishable foods for the Ardmore Food Pantry so that local 
families celebrate the season in ways that are meaningful to 
them. Check your email and the lobby for what to donate 
to make the season bright.

We will also be returning to the Mitzvah Circle Foundation 
on Thursday, November 19, and Thursday, December 17. 
Mitzvah Circle provides clothing, household necessities, 
and other essentials to individuals and families experiencing 

hardship throughout our area. These volunteer opportunities 
give us the chance to roll up our sleeves and participate 
directly in the work of caring for our neighbors. RSVP to Liz 
Stoller at ljstoller@gmail.com if you would like to join us. 

Just as our sages taught that meaningful study should 
lead us toward meaningful action, there will be plenty of 
opportunities to learn together as well. On November 4 and 
11 at 12:00 pm, Rabbi Lance Sussman will join us for The 
Jewish Influence on American History Over the Last 250 
Years. Coming immediately after the November 3 midterm 
election, this two-part series offers us the opportunity to 
widen our lens beyond any single election and explore 
the much longer story of Jewish participation in American 
life. Together, Rabbi Sussman will help us consider the 
ways Jews have contributed to, responded to, and been 
shaped by, the American story over the past two and a half 
centuries.

On Friday, November 13, we will welcome Anita Wyzanski 
Robboy, author of A Force for Good, to speak during 
Shabbat evening services. Anita’s book tells the story of 
her mother, Gisela Warburg Wyzanski, a young German-
Jewish woman who helped rescue Jewish children from 
Nazi Europe and bring them to safety in Palestine. Drawing 
on Gisela’s letters and personal story, Robboy offers a 
powerful window into courage and moral responsibility 
during a time of growing danger. Her visit comes during the 
week we remember Kristallnacht, making this an especially 
meaningful opportunity to reflect on what it means to act as 
a force for good in the face of hatred.

Then, on December 1, 8, and 15 at 12:00 pm, our own 
Rabbi Geri Newburge will lead Uncovering the Mystery 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Few archaeological discoveries 
have captured the imagination quite like the scrolls found at 
Qumran in the Judean Desert. Together, Rabbi Newburge 
and participants will explore what the scrolls reveal about 
Jewish life, belief, practice, and community two thousand 
years ago, and the many questions the scrolls raise for us 
today.

Lighting the Chanukah candles each night is a building 
process, one candle and flame at a time. We care for our 
neighbors in much the same way.  One coat, one bag of 
groceries, one postcard, one message to a legislator at a 
time. None of these things will change the world alone, 
but together, our actions, our combined light, can make a 
profound difference for people in our corner of the world. 
Proverbs teaches, “A mitzvah is a lamp, and Torah is a 
light” (Proverbs 6:23). 

This November and December, may we resolve to keep 
learning, keep doing, and keep adding our light to the 
darkness, one mitzvah at a time. 

FROM GRATITUDE TO LIGHT: LEARNING, GATHERING & GIVING
Rabbi Eric Mollo emollo@mlrt.org  
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WHAT I SEE FROM THE LOBBY
Lynne Balaban   lbalaban@mlrt.org

One of the best parts of being Executive Director is that I spend 
a lot of time in the lobby of MLRT. And I mean that literally.  
The lobby is where I see the real life of our congregation. 
I see children racing toward their teachers. Parents trying 
to make it from the parking lot to the classroom on time. 
Staff members carrying three things at once, answering a 
question while looking for something they are pretty sure 
they left somewhere else. Volunteers arriving early and 
quietly making sure everything is ready before anyone else 
even notices. I see people who come in for one thing and 
inevitably get stopped by someone they know.

And I see people stopping. Stopping to say hello. Stopping 
to catch up. Stopping to ask how someone is doing. 
Stopping because they haven't seen each other in a while. 
Sometimes, I think the lobby is where you really understand 
what a synagogue is.

It doesn't always happen in the 
sanctuary. It doesn't always 
happen during a service, a class, 
or a special program. Sometimes 
it happens in the five minutes 
before Religious School begins. 
Or outside the ECE classrooms. 
Or while someone is waiting for 
a meeting to start. Or when two 
people who haven't seen each 
other in months suddenly realize 
they have ten minutes to catch up.

This is what community looks like.

And as we enter our 75th anniversary year, I find myself 
thinking about how many times that has happened here 
over the decades. For nearly 75 years, people have 
walked through these doors. Children have arrived 
holding a parent's hand and eventually returned as parents 
themselves. Families have celebrated simchas, navigated 
difficult moments, learned together, prayed together, and 
built friendships. Generations of teachers, clergy, staff and 
volunteers have helped create the MLRT we know today.

The building has changed. The programs have changed. 
Technology has certainly changed—thank goodness! But 
the fundamental reason people come here hasn't changed 
very much at all.

People come here to find community.

We are now nearly 900 families, which sounds like a 
very big number. And it is. But belonging is almost always 
experienced in a much smaller way.  It is the person sitting 
next to you at Shabbat. The teacher who knows your child's 
name. The friend who saves you a seat. The volunteer who 
remembers what needs to be done.

The staff member who notices when something isn't quite 
right. The person you haven't seen in months who stops you 
in the lobby and says, "I'm so glad you're here."

Those moments don't necessarily make it onto a calendar 
or into the bulletin. But they are the moments that make a 
synagogue a community rather than simply a place where 
people gather.  And that feels especially meaningful as we 
celebrate 75 years of MLRT.

Anniversaries naturally make us look backward. We 
remember the people who came before us, the traditions 
they created, and the foundations they built. But a 75th 

anniversary is also an opportunity to look forward. What 
will the next 75 years look like? 

I certainly don't know the answer 
to that. But I do know that it will be 
shaped by the same thing that has 
carried us this far: people who show 
up for one another. Not necessarily 
every week. Not necessarily for every 
program. Not always in the same way. 
But people who participate. People 
who volunteer. People who learn. 
People who celebrate. People who 
ask questions. People who welcome 
someone new. People who notice 
when someone is missing. People who 
make room for one another.

As we move through November and 
December, a season that naturally invites us to think about 
gratitude, gathering, and light, I hope we can take a moment 
to notice the light that already exists around us.

It is in our classrooms and our sanctuary. In our ECE and 
Religious School. In our committees and social action efforts. 
In our celebrations and our difficult conversations. In the big 
moments—and in much smaller, more ordinary ones. And, 
of course, it is in the lobby.

I think that's one of the things I love most about MLRT. There 
is always something happening. Someone is learning. 
Someone is laughing. Someone is helping. Someone is 
meeting someone new. Someone is rushing somewhere 
because they are already five minutes late. And someone, 
almost always, is stopping to say hello.

The light of a community isn't created by one person. It grows 
because each of us brings something to it.

For 75 years, generations of MLRT members have done 
exactly that.  I am grateful every day that I get to see so 
much of that light—and especially grateful that I get to see it 
from the lobby. 
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In 2027, MLRT will celebrate 75 years of adapting to 
change, honoring our traditions, and finding new ways 
to make our Judaism meaningful and impactful. MLRT 
was organized in 1952 when 55 families came together 
to create the second synagogue in Lower Merion. When 
Natalie Hodes was elected president of MLRT in 1953, she 
was the only woman at the time in the United States to be 
president of a synagogue. Before purchasing our current 
property in 1954, MLRT was nomadic, holding services 
and classes at various religious and educational buildings 
in the area. Thirty years later, MLRT counted 1200 member 
families. Change, adaptation, and growth are our heritage 
here. MLRT’s origin story is a source of pride, inspiration, 
and gratitude for all of us.

Our path has had its challenges, but MLRT has long 
mastered being many things to many people, supporting 
its congregants through all the phases of our lives. For our 
ECE families, MLRT provides first friends, introductions to 
the celebrations, stories, and values that shape our Jewish 
lives, and songs that will never be forgotten. For our 
Religious School students, MLRT builds the foundation for 
a lifetime of learning and engagement in the Jewish world. 

Our children who become B’nai Mitzvah or Confirmands 
or spouses here are forever linked to our sacred space 
and to our talented clergy and staff who help create those 
experiences. For many congregants, MLRT is a community 
center where they find social, spiritual, cultural, and 
intellectual fulfillment. And for those navigating the kinds 
of changes or circumstances that make them question their 
identity or purpose, MLRT offers comfort, consistency, and 
connection. The scope of this sacred work is large and the 
impact is immeasurable. 

Our 75th anniversary provides an opportunity to appreciate 
all that MLRT is and to look to the future and figure out 
where we are headed. Change, adaptation, and growth 
still guide us. We are at a juncture where we need to ask, 
who are we going to be in our next 75 years? What do we 

let go of and what do we hold close? What do we want 
and need? These are questions we will tackle together, 
knowing whatever we do will be guided by the values and 
experiences and wisdom that have sustained us so far.

In lieu of a big, fancy celebration, we are going to weave 
the story of our 75 years into the upcoming year, using all 
the moments, big and small, that bring us together as a 
congregation. In part, your presence will be our present, 
and I hope you will plan to be here for holidays, Shabbat, 
and many programs. 

We do not have a gift registry for our 75th, but nothing 
would be more meaningful this year than your continued 
investment in our future through our Endowment Fund. A 
strong synagogue endowment is built not only through 
planned gifts for the future, but also through current 
contributions that strengthen our community today. This 
year, as we mark this milestone, what we want and need is 
to increase our Endowment to provide long-term financial 
stability, safeguard against economic changes and 
unexpected expenses, fund new programs and upgrades, 
and secure our future for generations to come. Building our 
Endowment is the kind of fortifying self care that will ensure 
that future generations have a welcoming Jewish home 
where they can safely learn, grow, and belong together.

Every one of you is a part of the story of MLRT, and we will 
be telling our stories throughout the coming year, reminding 
ourselves of how we got here and what makes us unique. 
As you hear those stories and as you remember the ways 
MLRT has impacted your family, I invite you to help us write 
our next chapters by considering a meaningful anniversary 
gift to our Endowment Fund. Imagine what a gift it would 
be if future MLRT congregants looked back at this moment 
in our history and felt proud of, inspired by, and grateful 
for our investment in their future, just as we feel when think 
about those original 55 families.

Look up. That is where this logo begins. The circles in our sanctuary ceiling are the thing our 
kids and our families gaze at during services, the detail everyone notices and no one can quite 
count. A few years ago our Confirmation students turned that mystery into a wink, stamping a 
logo with the words "Yes, I know how many circles there are." The joke stuck, and it grew into 
something worth building an identity around.

Here is what we see when we look up now. Every circle in that dome is an individual. In our 
tradition, each individual is a whole world, so a single circle on its own is just a “piece of our 

story.” Gather them together, ring upon ring, and you get a community, something far greater than any one of us 
could be alone. For 75 years that is exactly what MLRT has been doing, adding one circle at a time. We celebrate 
our anniversary with the ceiling our community has been looking up at all along because that ceiling was telling our 
story the whole time.  

Share your memories and photos from the past 75 years at mlrt.org/75years

75 YEARS OF MAIN LINE REFORM TEMPLE-BETH ELOHIM
Mary Kamplain         president@mlrt.org
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🕯LIGHTING THE CHANUKIAH
We begin with one candle on the first night, and add a candle each night for eight nights. In addition, we light the 
shamash each night which we use to light the other candles. Since these lights are holy, we aren’t supposed to make 
practical use of them (e.g., using them to see or read by, or lighting other candles with them); therefore, we use the 
shamash to light the ones that mark each night of the holiday. The candles should be added to the chanukiah from 
the right to the left, but they are lit from left to right so the kindling begins with the newest light. The blessings are 
recited each night with the lit shamash in hand, after which the candles are lit immediately. The first two blessings are 
sung every night, the third only on the first night. Chanukah begins on Friday night, December 4. Please kindle the 
Chanukah lights first and then the Shabbat candles. 
 
Blessing 1:
 Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.  
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

Blessing 2:
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim hahaeim baz’man hazeh.  
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wonderous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.

For first night only:
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higiyanu laz’man hazeh. 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to this season.

Chanukah
- A Maccabee  Experience-

$10 for adults and $5 for kids 
A great Greek feast will occur!

SCAN TO REGISTER OR VISIT 
MLRT.org/CHANUKAH26

It’s 167 BCE , and the Greek Army has taken over.  
Join the Maccabees and help restore the 
temple in this interactive Shabbat.

Dinner begins at 5:30p

Friday Night  | December 4
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STAY CONNECTED
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Sunday, November 8, 4:00 pm, MLRT 
A violin player, clarinet player, singer, and bayan 

player from the Jerusalem Conservatory of Music and 
Dance will perform a wide range of music from Israeli 
classics to Klezmer to Classical and more. 
Register at tinyurl.com/JCM2026klm for this 
community-sponsored concert!

Saturday, November 14, 3:00 pm
Shabbat Unleashed! with Rabbi Mollo & Trinket

 Come schmooze, catch up, and enjoy some fresh air at The   
 Haverford Reserve Dog Park while the dogs run and play.     
 All are welcome, whether you bring a dog or simply enjoy  
 being around them, for an afternoon of wagging tails, good  
 company, and plenty of room to roam.

🐾🎶
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STAY CONNECTED
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

My name is Carla DiOrio, and I am the new ECE director! 
I am so grateful to have found such a warm, thoughtful, 
and welcoming community at Main Line Reform Temple. 
From the moment I arrived, I have felt embraced by our 
educators, families, and children, and you have made my 
transition here an absolute joy.

Throughout my career, I have been fortunate to work in many 
diverse communities throughout Philadelphia and Latin 
America. Yet, I have never had the opportunity to serve my 
own community: the Jewish community. There is something 
incredibly meaningful about coming home in this way. I 
have never felt more inspired than I do here, surrounded 
by educators and parents who are deeply committed to 
children, to one another, and to the power of Jewish early 
childhood education. I am especially impressed by the 
Jewish lens through which we collaboratively approach 
early childhood: seeing each child as a unique and 
capable individual, nurturing their sense of belonging, and 
creating opportunities for Jewish values, traditions, and joy 
to become part of their everyday lives.

Our year began with such wonderful energy. Our 
community came together for a memorable Back to 
School Night, where our teachers delighted families with a 
musical "love train," kicking off the school year with joyful 
enthusiasm! It was a playful way to celebrate the beginning 
of the year and to give families a glimpse into the warmth, 
energy, creativity, and spirit that our teachers bring to 
school each day.

We are especially proud that our teaching team has grown 
to 39 educators, including two new teachers who are 
both local Jewish educators and hold graduate degrees. 
Their experience, knowledge, and deep connection to our 
community are wonderful additions to our school. I am 
continually inspired by the thoughtfulness and intentionality 
our teachers bring to their work, whether they are caring 
for our youngest infants or guiding our preschoolers as they 
explore, question, create, and build friendships.

As we look ahead, we are entering a particularly rich time 
in the Jewish calendar. For our infants, Jewish learning often 
begins through the senses and through relationships. The 
warmth of a familiar song, the gentle rhythm of Shabbat, 
the colors and textures of the changing season, and the 
loving presence of teachers and caregivers all help our 
youngest learners begin to experience what it means to 

belong to a community. These early experiences may seem 
simple, but they are the building blocks of Jewish identity: 
connection, trust, joy, and belonging.

For our preschoolers, October brings opportunities to 
experience Jewish traditions with growing independence 
and curiosity. As we move through the fall, children 
encounter the rhythms of the Jewish year through music, 
stories, movement, art, cooking, conversation, and hands-
on exploration. They begin to recognize that Jewish life is 
something we do together. A holiday is not simply an event 
or a lesson. Rather, it is a shared experience that connects 
children to their classmates, their teachers, their families, 
and to generations of Jewish people who have celebrated 
before them.

Our Family Fun Day was a beautiful example of this sense 
of community. Despite the rainy weather, our indoor 
sukkah, harvest paintings, and musical visit from Yoyo 
were truly crowd-pleasers! Watching children and families 
gather reminded us that Jewish community is created in 
these moments of joy and connection. Whether we are 
celebrating in a sukkah, singing together, welcoming 
Shabbat, or simply sharing a conversation at our rocking 
musical drop-off, each experience contributes to a child’s 
growing understanding that they have a place here.

As we move into November, we will continue to explore 
the many ways Jewish values live within our classrooms 
and throughout our community. Our children will have 
opportunities to practice kindness, gratitude, responsibility, 
and kehillah (community); not simply as concepts, but as 
ways of being with one another. We want our children to 
experience life-long learning and Jewish identity-formation 
as something joyful, meaningful, and relevant to their lives: 
something they can see, hear, touch, sing, question, and 
ultimately, carry with them.

This autumn has reminded us how beautifully Jewish 
tradition, meaningful relationships, and lifelong learning 
can come together to create a strong foundation for 
children.

Thank you for welcoming me so generously and for trusting 
us with your children. I look forward to getting to know 
each of our families, learning alongside our incredible 
educators, and creating many more moments of wonder, 
belonging, and joy together.

Carla DiOrio, ECE Director   cdiorio@mlrt.org
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Rabbi Kevin Kleinman    kkleinman@mlrt.org

The MLRT Religious School year is off to a great start. Our students, teachers, and madrichim are in a weekly rhythm of 
learning and community building. Our Mishpacha (Family) Programs and Family Shabbat Services provide opportunities 
for parents to learn and pray with their children.  

Looking ahead to the winter, the Religious School has a new initiative for our MLK Day of Service. We will be sponsoring 
a gently-used Youth Sports Equipment sale. All proceeds will go to “Leveling the Playing Field” providing gear to 
underserved populations in our region. We need your help! We will be accepting your donations of youth sports 
equipment at the end of December and early January. This is an opportunity to clear out what you no longer need, and 
at our MLK Day of Service, purchase items that your family needs and wants.  

Friday, November 6 – Shabbat Family Service with 3rd 
Grade and Camp Harlam participation

Sunday, November 15 – 7th Grade Trip to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum

November 22 - 29 - NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
 
Friday, December 4 – Shabbat Chanukah Family Service 
with 4th Grade participation 

December 22 - January 3 - NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CALENDAR
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I hope everyone had a happy New Year and enjoyed all 
of the fall holiday season. I would like to thank Laura Yatvin, 
Sue Rubin Plick, and Cheryl Harper for their help in creating 
a lovely Break-Fast for our members, clergy, and their 
families. I would also like to send out a big thank you to our 
programming committee, Sue Rubin Plick, Jackie Bobrin, 
Laura Yatvin, Lynn Furness, Meredith Steel, and Maddy 
Shusterman for all of their hard work planning our Paid-Up 
Membership/Opening Event.

Our in-person General Board Meeting will take place 
at 10:00 am on November 10, followed by our Zoom 
General Board Meeting at 7:00 pm on December 8. Come 
join us at 9:30 am as we Cook for a Friend on November 
17 and December 17. Please join us on November 16 at 
6:30 pm for our special program on menopause featuring 
Dr. Kim Einhorn.

The WRJ Fried Woman’s Summit, which is co-chaired by our 
very own Leslie Brier, will be taking place on December 9 
and 10 immediately before the URJ Biennial on December 
10-13 in Philadelphia. The full two-day Fried Woman’s 
Summit is currently sold out, but there is a waitlist. Openings 
may become available as a result of cancellations or efforts 

to try to create more space. There is still availability to attend 
the luncheon on December 10. There is a link to register for 
the luncheon at WRJ.org.

We will be hosting a Domestic Violence Panel Discussion 
on Monday, December 14. Be on the lookout for more 
information  about this joint program and about a special 
Sisterhood event during the evening of December 17. 

Here is a second early reminder about our spring Bargain 
Boutique: Home Edition. Please continue to search your 
basements, attics, crawl spaces, drawers, kitchen cabinets 
and china cabinets for the following: fine and costume 
jewelry; garden equipment, planters and pots; seasonal 
and holiday items; kitchen pots and pans; serving pieces 
and trays; kitchen gadgets and utensils; dishware and 
glassware; home décor and accessories; picture frames; 
art; luggage; table linens; sporting goods and equipment. 
PLEASE only donate items from this list (no clothing!) to our 
Bargain Boutique: Home Edition.

To my fellow sisters and to the Main Line Reform Temple 
community at large, I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving and 
a fun-filled Chanukah. Chag Sameach!

SISTERHOOD
Amy Silverman sisterhood@mlrt.org

I hope you and your families all had a wonderful High 
Holy Day experience.  Perhaps you are creating or already 
have cherished family memories and customs of the High 
Holy Day season. My family is no different. I warmly recall 
my mother bringing clove encrusted lemons to Yom Kippur 
services. She would pass them out to us throughout the 
day. We would sniff the lemons when we got hungry from 
fasting, as the unique scent was supposed to help allay 
the nagging hunger pangs (it never worked).  In addition, 
for several years we erected a Sukkah in our backyard. 
I remember my father did his best to keep the structure 
level. Unfortunately, it always seemed to lean to the left, no 
matter what he did to level it. Thankfully, it was a temporary 
structure and would serve as a shelter for considerably less 
that 40 days. Either way, it brought meaning and joy to our 
family. I hope you may continue and develop your own 
High Holy Day traditions and memories.

As of this writing, we are celebrating Sukkot and inching 
toward Simchat Torah and Shemini Atzeret. Despite some 
uncooperative weather, the MLRT Sukkah was once again 
erected (and level) for the holiday. A special thanks to 
Brotherhood members Mark Komen, Mike Blisard, Gary 
Brock, Gerry Robbins, Glenn Brooks, and Dan Weinstein 

for their invaluable assistance and determination in  
building the Sukkah. Their efforts helped make the much-
anticipated Steaks in the Sukkah event on October 1 a 
drier reality.

Upcoming Brotherhood events include: Men's Night Out, 
dinner and brief meeting at Pietro's Radnor, Monday, 
November 2 and Men's Night Out, dinner and brief 
meeting at Exit 13 Gastrobar, Bryn Mawr, on Tuesday, 
December 15.

In an effort to make the organization more meaningful for 
you, please feel free to share your ideas and suggestions for 
Brotherhood programs you'd like to see with Brotherhood 
members and officers. Also, please advise if you would like 
to help host and/or coordinate a specific program. Your 
input and assistance would be greatly appreciated.

Finally, I wish you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving, Happy 
Chanukah, and Happy Secular New Year.

B'Achava (In Brotherhood),
David Krupnick, Brotherhood President

David Krupnick   brotherhood@mlrt.org

BROTHERHOOD



MLRTMatters 13

MAZAL TOV!

UPCOMING B’NAI MITZVAH... CELEBRATE WITH US! 

MAZALTOV
TO OUR SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER B’NAI MITZVAH

1/3         Jocelyn Swarbrick
1/10       Yarden Kleinman

1/31       Brooke Rappaport

2/21        Riley Rand1/17       Sophie Goldis
1/24       Magnolia Dahl  (pm)

2/7        Noah Gillman  (pm)

MATHILDA

Daughter of Katherine Bar
& Martin Bohnenkamp

SYDNEY

Daughter of Lauren
& Paul Lipowicz

SAMANTHA

Daughter of Felicia &
Jeffrey Robbins

HARPER

Daughter of Julia
& Robert Schaller

LANDON

Son of Alana Stoltzfus
& Eric Rosen

ANNA

Daughter of Alyson
Filippone

NOA

Daughter of Jamie
& Brett Sandler

SILAS

Son of Nicole & 
M. Frank Emanuel

JONAS

Son of Jennie &
Ross Cantor

UPCOMING B’NAI MITZVAH... CELEBRATE WITH US! 
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1/3         Jocelyn Swarbrick
1/10       Yarden Kleinman

1/31       Brooke Rappaport

2/21        Riley Rand1/17       Sophie Goldis
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2/7        Noah Gillman  (pm)

MATHILDA
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JONAS

Son of Jennie &
Ross Cantor

Lynne & Michael Balaban on the engagement of their 
daughter, Naomi Balaban, to Sean Grady 

Amy & Terry Buckman on the birth of their grandson, 
Hudson Grey (Chaim Gideon) Buckman

First Grade Students and their families on Consecration

Terri & Hy Goldberg on their recent dedication of an 
ambulance for Magen David Adom in honor of Hy's 80th 
birthday 

Laurel & Bruce Newman on the engagement of their son, 
Benjamin Newman, to Sophie Friedberg
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ANNUAL FUND
Marsha & Richard Gash	  
In memory of Dr. William Gash

Jane & Glenn Gitomer	
In honor of Marc Sonnenfeld's special birthday

Merle Holman	
In memory of Miriam Berman

Deborah Klein	
In memory of Celia Abrams

Miriam Nadler	
In memory of Marcus P. Nadler, MD

Lorraine & Chris Quinn	
In memory of Dr. Joel Morganroth

Lena & David Romanoff	
Shana Tova!

Lisa Sherman & Nancy Shrier	
In memory of Dr. Sheldon Steinberg

Rabbi Richard & Diane Steinbrink	
In memory of William Abelow

Elizabeth & Jason Stoller	
In memory of Felicia Freeman

Joel Tzirlin
Celia Wasserman	
In memory of Shirley Frank
In memory of Joseph Wasserman	

Elaine Zeiger	  
In memory of Marilyn Letofsky

     Contributions    July 23-October 1, 2026

Debbie Adler & Family	
In memory of Dr. Reed E. Pyeritz

Leslie & Ken Brier	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Bracha & David Camron	
In memory of Ariella Paige Karen
In memory of Sophie Zara Karen

Judith Grenen	
In memory of Carl M. Grenen

Mignon Groch	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Andrew Heller & Jane Knappe	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Elyssa Kates		
Linda & Larry Kates	
In memory of Yvonne
In memory of Dom DeProspero

CANTOR RUDNICK 
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Meg Averill	
In memory of Sam Averill

Margery & Alan Braverman	
On behalf of the High Holy Day Food Drive

Sheril Hirsch and Mark Ritter	
In memory of Gary Mann

David, Danielle, and Brooke Krupnick	
In memory of Frank Loewenberg

Ellen & Neil Moscow	
In memory of Joan Siegel

Robin & Steven Schopler	
Yahzreit of Phyllis Ellis

FOOD BANK FUND

Nancy & Larry Bailine	
In memory of Rosemary Dugan

Rhonda Cohen	
In honor of the engagement of Dr. David and 
Susan Zelouf's daughter, Lauren

Cantor Faryn & Jack Rudnick	
In memory of Joseph Y. Kates
In memory of Adele Kates

Harriet & Joel Samitz	
In memory of Rita Seitchik

Linda, Jay, Lauren, and Jenny Staple	
In memory of Joan Siegel

CANTOR PORTNOY 
MUSIC FUND

Elizabeth & Jason Stoller	
In memory of Michael Saperstein

COMMUNITY ACTION 
FUND

Susan & Larry Picker	
In memory of Mitchell Baltuch

MITZVAH FUND

Sallie & Michael Bleshman	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Nancy & George Broder	
In memory of Barry Zimmerman
In memory of Leatrice Braman

Amy & Terry Buckman	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Jill & Ed Caine	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Ann & Gordon Gelfond	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Esta & Jim Kamplain	
In honor of Mary, Trey, Sophie, Livia, and  
Ellis Kamplain

Mary & Trey Kamplain	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Harriet & Joel Samitz	
In memory of Fred Perez

L’DOR V’DOR/ENDOWMENT 
FUND

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Helene & Marc Cohen	  
In memory of Dr. Sheldon Steinberg

Cindy & Jeff Ruben	
In honor of Steven Handleman

BARBARA LEVIN  
PLAYGROUND FUND

Barbara and Ira Rubin	
In honor of the baby naming of Elias Rosales Rubin

Renee Zenker		

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION FUND

RABBI KLEINMAN 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Dale and Terry Goldberg	
In memory of Gary Mann

ART FUND
Jody Brusilow & Jay Friedland	
In memory of Gary Mann

David Krupnick	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

BROTHERHOOD FUND

Judy & Barry Fireman		
Roberta Halpern	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Norma & Sherman Hillelson	
In memory of Joan Siegel

Jeanne Pattalino	
In honor of Bobbie Halpern

Diane Sigmund	
In honor of Bobbie Halpern

Michele Voron	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

MAXINE JAFFE MUSIC FUND



RABBI MOLLO 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Anonymous	
In honor of Alana Veytskin

Bonnie & Frederick McKenna	
In appreciation of Rabbi Eric Mollo

Holly Mollo	
In appreciation of Rabbi Eric Mollo
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Wendy & Andy Abrams	
In memory of Joseph H. Abrams

Elaine Zeiger	
In memory of Brenda Frebowitz

Joanie & Larry Bergen	
In memory of Raymond and Miriam Ginsberg

The Beauchamp Family	
In memory of Joan Siegel

The Billet Family	
In memory of Joan Siegel

Margery & Alan Braverman	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

William Ehrich	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Ed Freudenberg	
In memory of Jacob Ehrenfried
In memory of Albert Freudenberg

Lynn Furness	
In memory of Jim Furness

Marsha & Richard Gash	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge

Ann & Gordon Gelfond	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg
In memory of Dr. Reed E. Pyeritz

Gail Gutman & Family	
In memory of Edwin "Buddy" Clarke

Marcy Hoffman & Steve Vignola	
In memory of Sybill Gloss

Debbie Klein	
In memory of Cyrus Bloom

Elaine & Don Krasnick	
In honor of the birthdays of Sharon and  
Aaron Kanze

Karen Lotman	
In memory of Sophia Levin
In memory of Joel Levin

Judith Lyons	
High Holy Day Contribution

Howard Markman	
In honor of 75th Birthday

Meryl & Howard Rosner	
In memory of Gary Mann

Alice & Michael Solomon	
In memory of Joan Siegel

Carole Strickland	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Suzie & Edward Weiss	
In honor of Allie Scott & Alec Weiss

RABBI NEWBURGE 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Sharon Snyder	
In memory of Gary Mann

Norma & Stephen Bolden	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Marci & Marc Dashevsky	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Shellie Leshner	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

Sandra McKenna	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

RICK I. CAROCCI TORAH 
STUDY FUND

Diane & Howard Becker	
In honor of Samantha Robbin's Bat Mitzvah

RUTH & TED RODMAN MUSIC 
AND ARTS PROGRAM FUND

SISTERHOOD FUND
Joan and Jared Frost	
In memory of Aileen Beckman

DruEllen Kolker		
L'Shana Tova 5787 High Holy Day Greetings 
to Clergy and Staff

Amy & Bob Silverman	
Yahrzeit of Lisa Sassler Cohen

Nancy & Vic Haas	
In memory of Sheldon Steinberg

SPEAKER SERIES FUND

Laurel & Bruce Newman	
In appreciation of Rabbi Geri Newburge 
and Ross Levy

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT FUND

QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR 
CONTRIBUTION OR LISTING?  
 
Please contact Davida Chornock at 
dchornock@mlrt.org

Geri Newburge Senior Rabbi 
gnewburge@mlrt.org

Eric Mollo Associate Rabbi 
emollo@mlrt.org 

Faryn Rudnick Cantor 
frudnick@mlrt.org

Rabbi Kevin Kleinman Director of Education 
kkleinman@mlrt.org

Lynne Balaban Executive Director 
lbalaban@mlrt.org 

Carla DiOrio ECE Director 
cdiorio@mlrt.org  

Ross M. Levy Director of Creative Advancement 
rlevy@mlrt.org

David E. Straus Rabbi Emeritus

Marshall A. Portnoy Cantor Emeritus

2026-27 EXECUTIVE BOARD
Mary Kamplain President

Beth Allen, Amy Buckman, Hayley Ornstein
Vice Presidents

Gary Fink Treasurer
Victoria Aronstein Recording Secretary
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SHARING OUR LIVES

WE EXTEND CONDOLENCES TO OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS ON THE LOSS OF THEIR LOVED ONES

Melvin Claver 
Husband of Marilyn Claver (z"l); Father of Alan Claver 
and Lisa (Eric) Bliss; Grandfather of Melissa, Josh 
(Alyssa), and Rachel (Brett) Nelson

Sondra (Sandy) Gittis 
Mother of Marjorie (David) Katz, Caroline (Dan) 
Werther, and Hope (Robert) Sheft; Grandmother of 
Sophie (Zach), Josh, Henry, Sam (Hannah), Max, 
Miles (Catherine), and Elijah; Partner of Leonard 
Cobrin z"l; Wife of Howard Gittis z"l

Harvey S. Luterman 
Father of Bill (Marla) Luterman, Alex (Faith) Levin, Amy 
(Gary) Steinberg, Larry (Robin) Levin, and Gail (Reed) 
Slogoff; Grandfather of Andrew, Julia, Jack, Jacob 
(Jacqui), Mike (Theresa), Dan (Julie), Josh (Brei), Jessie 
(Zach), Dylan, Luke, Kyle (Talia), Ethan, Zack, Annabel, 
and Piper; Husband of Barbara (nee Hetelson); Brother 
of Charlotte Goldsmith; Great-grandfather of Harper, 
Demi, Jordana, Emerson, Piper, Lucy, and Julien 

Karen Schenkel  
Sister of Susan Haiman

Joan Ellen Siegel 
Mother of Avery Green (Ryan Leib) and Suzanne 
(Angelo) Rannazzisi; Sister of Karen Fischer and 
Barbara (Bryan) Richardson; Grandmother of Grayson 
Green, Brooks Green, Reese Rannazzisi, Grant 
Rannazzisi, Samuel Leib, and Eva Leib

Sheldon Steinberg 
Wife of Bette Steinberg; Father of Lori Ehrich and 
Howard (Ashley) Steinberg; Grandfather of Jordyn 
Ehrich, Jason Ehrich, and Ellie Steinberg; Brother of 
Marilyn (Marilyn) Crespy

Please consider a contribution to MLRT in  
memory of these lost loved ones.  
Visit mlrt.org to make a donation in their names.

Giving Tuesday is December 1 — and your gift can make all the difference. 
 
As we look back on a year filled with meaning, connection, and growth at Main Line Reform 
Temple, we’re deeply grateful for all that you’ve made possible. Your generosity keeps our 
community strong and our light shining bright. 
 
Your Giving Tuesday gift—of any amount—helps: 
• Keep our doors open and our sacred spaces welcoming to all who seek comfort  
and connection. 
• Bring life to our programs and celebrations that spark joy, learning, and belonging. 
• Empower us to respond with compassion when our community faces new challenges  
or needs. 
 
Now, more than ever, your support matters. 
Make your annual gift today to sustain MLRT in the present, and consider a legacy gift to help 
ensure our future. Together, we can keep MLRT a beacon of hope, warmth, and Jewish life for 
generations to come. Learn more or make your gift at mlrt.org/support or donate to the  
L'Dor V'Dor Endowment Fund at mlrt.org/75years.

YEAR-END GIVING
If you are 70½ or older, you can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). This means you can transfer 

up to $111,000 per year (limit increases annually) directly from your traditional IRA to a qualified public charity. 
The transferred amount is excluded from your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) and therefore not taxed as income. 
You do not need to itemize your deductions to benefit. If you have reached the age where RMDs are required, 

a QCD counts toward satisfying all or part of your annual RMD.  This could be an interesting way to use pre-tax 
assets to donate to MLRT.  Please discuss this with your financial advisor, and if you are considering Main Line 

Reform Temple as your recipient, please reach out to Lynne Balaban at lbalaban@mlrt.org.
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CALENDAR
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WELCOME THE NEWEST MLRT MEMBERS!
Jordana & Jason Abrams and Family

Hannah & Benjamin Appel and Family
Susan & Jerry August

Nan Barash & David Schwartz
Emily Barkann & Joseph Coopersmith

Anne Cherry Barnett & Jason Barnett and Family
Hannah & Ryan Beaver and Family
Inna & Yuval Ben-Zeev and Family
Mallory & Brian Berger and Family

Melinda & Michael Berkman and Family
Linda & Daniel Blickman and Family
Sarah & Joshua Brown and Family

Jillian & Jason Cohn and Family
Alexandra Crooks & Eitan Frankel and Family

Anna & Kevin Crooks and Family
Stephanie & Jason Eggert and Family

Alexandra & Benjamin Ferman and Family
Ellen & Charles Feuer

Jennifer & Michael Fox and Family
Michele Glodowski & Max Silverman and Family

Susan & Glenn Goldstein
Kristine Gross

Rebecca Guzman & Adam Sanders and Family
Lori & John Handy and Family

Sally Isaacs
Dana & William Isen and Family

Paige & Raymond Jaffe and Family
Jennifer & Max Jannetta and Family

Karen Kahn
Beth Kalish

Wendy & Theodore Kapnek
Amanda & Dan Kardon and Family

Jessica & Evan Kates and Family
Morgan Kelly & Alec Hersh

Hannah Kelsen & Zachary Kolodny
Samantha & Zachary Kimmel and Family

Julie & Leonid Kravets and Family

Carole Landis & Lester Garnas
Rhea & Matt Lipson and Family

Julie & Jeremy Maletz and Family
Celia Mamary

Talia & Alex Mann and Family
Alyssa & Aly Mason and Family

Rachel & Michael Medvin and Family
Sari & Adam Metter and Family

Rachelle & Yevgeniy Meyer and Family
Rachel & Phil Morgan and Family

Amy Murry & Brent Cohen and Family
Mallory & Jason Needles and Family

Adam Oppenheimer
Sara & Matthew Paul and Family

Stacey & Andrew Perel and Family 
Leah Perry & Davin Lamm

Ilene Persin
Svetlana & Michael Pestronk and Family

Debbie Poryes & Tony Fels
Lyn Ross

Kira & Craig Rubenstein and Family
Adam Rubin & Edward Rosales and Family
Janice Wong & Scott Sameroff and Family

Alison & Adam Sanders and Family
Rachel Sax & Jed Greenwald and Family

Helene Seydoux & Daniel Evrard and Family
Alina Sherman

Samantha Shulman & Jake Futerfas
Winifred & Zachary Sigal and Family
Jami & Michael Slotnick and Family

Sara & Scott Solow and Family
Sarah & Henry Webster-Mellon and Family

Jenna & Eric Weiss and Family
Rachel & Carl Witkin and Family

Marcia Zimmerman
Kelly & Seth Zuckerman and Family



Main Line Reform Temple-Beth Elohim
410 Montgomery Avenue
Wynnewood, PA 19096-1399

MLRT ECE took the first steps towards a Walking Club this October

So much simcha at our Simchat Torah and Consecration Celebration!Religious School shakes it off!

Sukkah Building with Glenn, Mark, Gary, Mike, and Don!


